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Each page of this book starts and ends with sincere gratitude to everyone who supported my
education and helped me improve in the academic and personal level.

ERAWEB was definitely an unique opportunity and | am humbly thankful to the program
for sponsoring my education in epidemiology and research activity.

During my PhD, | had the chance to work in the Generation R Study Group. | would like
to thank the people who founded the cohort, all the staff, children and their parents for
the commitment and dedication to participate in the Generation R. Thank you to everyone
who welcomed and helped me during the data collection in the clinical centers and to the
patients who became part of my projects.

Especially, | would like to thank my promotor and co-promotor, Prof. Wolvius and Dr. Ong-
kosuwito. Dear Prof. Eppo, thank you for the trust, continuous support and independence
during my PhD and further. | have been lucky to follow the clinical visits of the prep team
headed by you. Thank you for being the best example | could have of a clinician. Dear Edwin,
you are the main actor of my progress in dental research. Without your help, agreements
and disagreements, this thesis couldn’t be finished in less than four years. | am grateful to
you for the dedication and care not only to my manuscripts but also to my future career. You
strengthen my ambition to become an orthodontist and fed my hope and motivation that a
good clinician can also be a good researcher.

Dear committee members, Prof. Jaddoe, Prof. Pasmans and Prof. Declerck thank you for
agreeing to read and evaluate my thesis. Dear Prof. Vincent thank you for the opportunity to
work in your group. | am grateful to you for the careful consideration and fast feedback to im-
prove my manuscripts. Dear Prof. Suzanne, thank you for your positivity and contribution in
our future projects on ectodermal dysplasia. | am looking forward to our collaborations. | also
kindly thank Prof. Cune, Prof. Hofstra and Prof. Mathijssen for agreeing to be the members of
the plenary committee during my PhD defense.

I would like to thank all the co-authors for their input and contribution in the manuscripts of
my thesis. Dear Prof. Hofman, thank you for your care and support from the first manuscript.
Dear Fernando and Carolina, thank you for your help in understanding genetic ancestry and
special ideas to improve our project. Dear Christo, thank you for the kind welcome in your
clinicand help to continue with my research on oligodontia patients. Dear Willem and Marijn,
thank you for the dedication to our manuscript from data-collection to publication.

My special thanks to the Generation R team and colleagues! You all made my work experi-
ence in the Generation R a remarkable time of my life. “Football” girls: Aleksandra J, Carlijn,
Claire, Elise, Florianne, Guannan, Junwen, Kozeta, Laura, Lea, Marjolein, Marleen, Mirjana,
Susana, Suzanne, Tamara, Zoe. Thank you for keeping up a friendly atmosphere out of the
work environment. Guannan, thank you for being the most positive and cheerful person |
had the chance to know. | was honored to be a bridesmaid in your wedding. Sunayna, what
a pleasure to travel in Albania together. Thank you for your friendship. Fadila, Frank, Koen,
Martijn, Philip, Ryan, Ronald, Rosa, Sander, Tavia, Willem thanks for the nice Friday borrels,
drinks, chats and jokes. Desi and Michiel, thank you for having me almost every day in your
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office. Aleksandra |, Fernanda, Gilson, Gogo, Jelena P, Joost, Laura H, Manuela, Maria, Nikola,
Oxana thank you for the nice time we shared during summer program and master period.
Oxana, thank you for being such a good friend even in distance.

I will miss mostly my roomies. Laura, Mirjana and Susana, as friends and colleagues, you
have been a great support to me. Laura, rebel spirit with a good heart, when | will put on my
eye cream each morning | will think of that day in San-Francisco and laugh. Mirjana, | admire
your character and personality. Susana, calm and hard-working, | have learned from your
knowledge and skills in research.

I am grateful to my colleagues in dental research group: Dear Lea and Strahinja, as my
senior colleagues, | would like to thank you for the effort put in our common projects and
nice time spent in Boston and New York. Strahinja, thank you for the supervision during my
master thesis. | am glad we continued to work together and managed to finish other projects.
Dear Lea, thank you for all the support. It has been a pleasure to collaborate together. Dear
Justin, thank you for the willingness to help unconditionally. Dear Olja, | am pleased we
worked together in one of my favorite manuscripts. Dear Amanda, our junior colleague, |
hope we can share ideas and collaborate in the future. Dear Maarten and Linda thank you
for organizing fruitful research meetings in our department. Dear Maarten, thank you for the
help to carry on my first project as a supervisor. Dear Sandra, thank you for the care, kindness
and positivity to solve my concerns instantly.

Kripmjaltézat shqiptare, Adela, Alban, Albana, Arjola, Blerim, Blin, Elda, Enisa, Enri, Eralda,
Fjorda, Gera, Jana, Juna, llir, Kaltrina, Klea, Klodi, Kozeta, Najada, Natyra, Olta, Taulant,
Vincent, Vilma dhe Yllza pa ju kjo eksperiencé nuk do ishte kaqg dinamike dhe mbresélénése.
Ju falenderoj pér té gjitha momentet e bukura gqé kemi kaluar bashké por edhe pér ato mé
pikantet. Adela, je njé ndrikull e pazévendésueshme. Klea, Embélsira e shtépisé né Rotterdam,
faleminderit gé m'i ke béré darkat shlodhése dhe fundjavat energjike. Olta, té falenderoj
pPér mbéshtetjen ténde gé nga momenti i paré kur jemi njohur dhe deri mé sot. Bashké me
Taulantin keni gené shembull per t'u ndjekur, si pér nga papértesa pér té punuar por edhe
nga shpirti luftarak kundrejt padrejtésive. Tao, do na mungosh né ndeshjet e botérorit dhe
jo vetém. Yllzi, je njé mikeshé shumé e dashur dhe e vecanté pér mua. Faleminderit qé mé ke
géndruar kaq prané dhe gé do jesh krah meje edhe né mbrojtjen e tezés. Alisa, Alma, Ela, Rovi
faleminderit qé mé keni karikuar me energji ¢do veré. Uroj gé t'i vazhdojmé ¢do vit pushimet
e bukura dhe té geshurat pafund. Besiana, motra ime e dyté, jam e lumtur gé je pjesé e kétij
libri ashtu si je pjesé e jetés sime. Ke gené shtysa kryesore gé zgjodha stomatologjing, ndaj
faleminderit.

Nuk mund ta shpreh dot me fjalé gjithé dashuring, respektin dhe mirénjohjen qé kam
pér mé té shtrenjtén dhe té pagmueshmen, familjen time. Babi, mami dhe Ina jam njeriu
mé me fat gqé ju kam. Babi dhe mami faleminderit per vetésakrifikimin dhe pérkushtimin.
Babi, faleminderit gé mé ke puthur ¢cdo méngjes herét pa ikur né puné dhe ¢cdo mbrémje kur
ktheheshe nga puna para se té mé zinte gjumi. Faleminderit gé nuk mé ke théné asnjéheré
“Jo”. Faleminderit qé mé ke théné dhe thua gjithmoné “Sa te kesh babin, mos e caj kokén”.
Mami, je idhull pér mua. Faleminderit qé i je dedikuar plotésisht edukimit tim dhe té Inés.
Faleminderit gé mé ke théné edhe “Jo". Faleminderit gé mé ke mésuar té njoh dhe vlerésoj
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té mirén dhe té bukurén, dhe té jem gjithmoné e pavarur. Ina, té& kam dhe motér dhe vélla.
Faleminderit gé ke gené gjithmoné e para dhe shembulli im mé i miré. Faleminderit ty dhe
Marselit qé mé bété teze dhe mé dhuruat mbesén mé té bukur ne boté, dashuriné Iris. Uroj
qé té mé lumturoni pérséri. Ju dua shumé!
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