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Thank you

First of all: many thanks, primarily to Tokoha University that provided a very generous
budget for this research trip, but also to Ritsumeikan University, Kansai University, Kyoto
University, Setsunan University, Meiji Gakuin University and Osaka Keizai University for
providing the funding for my 2017 lecture and research stay in Japan. It was a very
rewarding experience through which I have
met many Japanese researchers, I have learned
a lot about research in Japan and about the
history and culture of Japan, made new
contacts and renewed old acquaintances and
was able to make plans for future research with
Japanese colleagues. I am also very grateful to
(in alphabetical order) prof. Goto for
organizing the Kyoto/Osaka part and the
Ministry of Culture and for taking me on a two
day intense but fantastic holiday to the
Hiroshima prefecture, prof. Miyamoto for
organizing the tax law lectures on BEPS and prof. Yuka Shiba who organized the major
part of the funding for this trip and made me think about the relation of new family forms
and the impact on inheritance tax and personal income tax and who organized many
interesting cultural activities, including a nice trip to Hakone and my first lecture without
shoes!
All these colleagues, who have become friends over the
years, brought together my research interests and gave me
the opportunity to talk about tax in an interdisciplinary way.
They planned the trip in an excellent way, minimizing travel
time. Because of efficient planning I did not feel tired even
though I never had so many lectures during a Japan research
trip as this time. But because of the efficient planning and
limited traveling because of clever hotel reservations it did
not feel as a full program.
I am also grateful to all academics who invited me to their
universities and in their classrooms and everybody who
took the time to exchange views with me. It really was an
invaluable experience. My only complaint is that time went
so fast! I do hope to come back to Japan for another research
visit. Until then, I hope to welcome of my Japanese learned
friends in the Netherlands: the discourse will definitely
continue, no matter the distance in time and space!
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Outline of academic activities

2.1 Lectures
2.2.1 7 Nov: Setsunan University, Faculty of Economics: lecture for academic staff
Prof Goto had made it possible to deliver the lecture Economic aspects of the BEPS
Project no. in the annex at the Faculty of Economics at Setsunan University in Osaka
(in English without translations). Furthermore, in the morning she arranged for me to
meet her first year students and to talk a bit with them. The students were a bit shy, but
there was one boy asking questions about whether people in the Netherlands liked soccer.
Between this class and the lecture I gave, I worked in
the huge office of prof. Goto. The offices in Japanese
universities are very big compared to what we are
used to at ESL. Every professor has his or her own
room with a lot of bookshelves and a big table to
discuss with students or even give small seminars or
tutorials. We also went to the university library. It is a
beautiful building with a large collection of books.
These books are not hidden in storage, but all on book
shelfs which is very nice. Also there was a large
collection of foreign journals. Interestingly, for all fields these journals were dominantly
in English, but for law almost all foreign journals were in German. Germany still seems to
be very important for Japanese scholars of the law.
) truly enjoyed delivering the lecture on Economic aspects of the BEPS Project . ) was
honored that not only the dean of the faculty of economics, but
also the dean of the faculty of law and the dean of the faculty of
management attended this lecture. Furthermore, prof. Kojima of
the faculty of law who is specialized in tax law also attended the
lecture which really added to the discussion after the lecture. We
had a very interesting discussion on the fact that in Japan there
is not a general anti avoidance rule (GAAR) and that it has been
discussed a lot: the government might want to introduce a GAAR,
but there is strong opposition from influential academic circles.
Furthermore,
Japanese
courts do not want to apply
substance over form. This is
different in the Netherlands where since the 1920s
we both have a statutory GAAR and a substance over
form doctrine (fraus legis) adopted by our supreme
court. Prof Kojima also send me some interesting
comments after the lecture by email. It was really nice
to exchange thoughts with a fellow tax professor and
to establish this new contact! Also the dean of the
faculty of economics, prof. Kubo, had some very thought provoking questions.
After the lecture prof Kubo invited me and prof. Goto for a very nice sushi dinner. We had
a very interesting discussion on increasing income inequality, a topic prof Kubo is
currently working on. He shared a presentation on this topic with me. This was very
interesting as he shared some figures with me on which I was not aware of, for example
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that income equality has become bigger in Scandinavian countries such as Finland and
Sweden. It is thought that this is caused by globalization and technological
developments. I could share with him that income equality has remained more or less
the same in the Netherlands, which was endorsed by prof. Kubo s figures. (owever, it is
intriguing that income equality has increased in Sweden. This might be a topic for
further research for me when I start my guest professorship at Lund University School of
Economics and Management in February 2018.
2.2.2 8 Nov: Ritsumeikan University: workshop with PhD student
Prof. Miyamoto had organized a workshop on our book Tax Incentives for the Creative
Industries with her PhD student Mikiko Nakashima in the
main building of Ritsumeikan University. I was impressed by
the beauty of the building. Also this building had a beautiful
library. The workshop was a quite intense for the PhD student
who was in the room with three professors: prof Goto, prof.
Miyamoto and myself. She had prepared extremely well. She
combines writing her
PhD with working as a
certified
public
tax
accountant and being a mum to two young children,
which is quite challenging. First prof Goto gave a short
introduction on the book after which I gave a
presentation (no. 2 in the annex). In between both the
PhD student and we the professors asked each other
questions. It was very interesting. Afterwards the four
of us had a very nice dinner in a very traditional,
beautiful restaurant in Kyoto. The food was delicious and served on beautiful dishes, some
of them were Mishima, which pattern looked like Mishima Calender from Shizuoka.
2.2.3 9 Nov: Osaka Keizai University: seminar for master students
Prof. Shiba had invited me to give a lecture on Fiscal partnership and inheritance tax in
the Netherlands (no. 3 in the annex) to het master
students of Osaka Keizai University (Osaka University of
Economics). I explained the topic using examples from my
own family. Prof. Shiba had expected a maximum of 10
students, but because prof. Koga and prof. Murai had also
taken their students to my lecture, we were 30 people.
Prof Koga kindly provided me with a reprint of the
translation he made of the paper I wrote in relation to my
4 visit to Japan Fairness and taxation in a globalized world . This translation was
published in two parts in Osaka Keidai Ronshu, a journal edited by Osaka University of
economics Institute, Vol. 66, no. 4 of November 2015 and in Vol. 67, no. 1 of May 2016
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The master students are mostly older students who already have a career and now do a
master in order to further their career. As opposed to the situation in
the Netherlands, it is not so common in Japan to follow a master,
especially not directly after finishing a bachelor. It is also quite
expensive in Japan to do a master. I gave the lecture in a branch of the
University which is conveniently located in the Osaka Stock Exchange.
As most students came directly from their work, prof. Shiba had
kindly provided for pizza for the students, which meant we started
the seminar in a very friendly atmosphere. Furthermore, one student
had translated my slides in Japanese, thus enabling the other students
to follow my lecture more easily. Prof. Shiba provided for short
summaries in Japanese during my lecture. Two students had prepared very interesting
questions on my lecture, which enabled me to
explore the subject further in relation to our
general anti avoidance rule. Also, prof. Murai
who has studied in Germany several times,
speaks fluent German and is very
knowledgeable on the German civil law, asked
very
interesting
questions
on
the
(im)possibility of harmonization in the
European
Union in this
field,
comparisons
with, for example Germany and the flexibility of the
Dutch system. After the lecture I was given a very nice
collage of my lecture. I felt very welcome at this
university and I am very grateful to the three professors
who enabled their master students to attend my lecture
and I want to thank the professors and the students for
attending and contributing to the seminar!
2.2.4 10 Nov: Ritsumeikan University: lecture
Prof. Miyamoto, vice dean of the division of academic affairs of Ritsumeikan University
and professor of law at that university invited me for a lecture on the EU implementation
of the BEPS project (no. 4 in the annex) at the College of
economics of Ritsumeikan University. The seminar
marking the 70th Anniversary of Ritsumeikan University
Department of Economics was coordinated and chaired
by prof. Kawane.
Both
master
students,
international
students
and
faculty staff, including the vice dean of the faculty
attended the lecture. Also prof. Tsuji and prof.
Murai attended the lecture. After an introduction
of prof. Kawane and prof. Miyamoto I gave my
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lecture for which prof Goto kindly provided translations in Japanese. Prof Miyamoto and
prof. Tsuji gave further technical tax explanations in Japanese and also added information
on Japan. After the lecture prof. Murai gave a discussion statement and asked how the
Netherlands feels about the BEPS project. Then a student asked about the difference
between ATAD1 and ATAD2 and prof. Miyamoto asked whether there is a priority order
problem between the parent subsidiary directive and ATAD. A master student then asked
whether we have problems in the Netherlands with enforcing the GAAR. An international
student asked whether there was a central system for the automatic exchange of
information and how it was possible for developing countries to meet the automatic
exchange of information requirements and how it could be safeguarded that t he
information was safe. It was a very nice discussion
with excellent input from the students.
Afterwards we made a group picture and had a
very nice dinner with Prof. Murai, prof. Miyamoto,
prof. Goto, prof Kawane, dr. Shinoda and Mikiko
Nakashima in a French restaurant not far from the
university where we could talk a bit more. Prof.
Murai showed me a conference book of a conference on
the CCCTB which he already organized in 2007. 10 years
later the discussion on CCCTB is still going on in Europe…
We also discussed the difference between legal research
in Germany and the USA based on a paper prof. Schön of
the Max Planck Institute in Munich wrote for the New
York Law Review. We concluded that Japan and the
Netherlands are somewhat in the middle between
Germany and the USA. It was, again a very nice and
interesting experience!
2.2.5 11 Nov: Kyoto University: joined lecture with Ritsumeikan University
Prof. Miyamoto and prof. Morotomi of the Kyoto University Graduate school of economics
invited me for a joined lecture of Kyoto University and Ritsumeikan University on EU
implementation of the BEPS project with a focus on
controlled foreign companies (no. 5 in the annex). For this
group a translation of my presentation in Japanese was not
necessary, so there was much time for discussion after my
lecture. First, prof. Miyamoto explained the way Japan
implemented the BEPS CFC rules,
which meant a change from the
already existing Japanese CFC rules.
Japan applies a hybrid system. A
student asked whether this would be allowed under the EU ATAD
or whether countries are obliged to apply either model A
(categorical approach) or B (substantial approach) and cannot
have a mixture. This was a very good question as this is currently
debated in European tax literature and there are different
opinions on this. In reply to a question of prof. Morotomi I discussed the European
infringement procedure that the European Commission can start when it does not agree
with the way a Member State implemented a directive. A student asked why the
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Netherlands did not have a CFC rule. I explained that we have a different rule which
includes the revaluation of the shares in a low taxed passive subsidiary. Also, the student
asked which EU countries did not have a CFC rule before. To answer this question I
referred to a website of the European Commission. Prof. Tsuji explained that in Japan CFC
rules do not include rules to avoid double taxation as the taxation at the level of both
subsidiary and parent is not regarded to be double taxation. I added that in the EU not
only legal double taxation but also economic double taxation is taken into account also to
comply with the four fundamental freedoms. A student raised the excellent question what
is fair (and unfair) taxation. This is of course
very subjective and really in the eye of the
beholder. That is the big problem of the
current discourse. Finally a question was
raised about the relation between CFC rules
and transfer pricing rules and new problems
of double taxation that might result from this.
I gave as my opinion that mandatory
arbitration is really a necessary part of the
BEPS project and that it is a pity that most
countries who participate in the BEPS project
did not want to include this in their tax
treaties.
After the lecture we had a very nice lunch at the 15th floor of the Granvia hotel with a
beautiful view of Kyoto and the mountains surrounding the city. Prof. Morotomi explained
during lunch that the situation in Japan is very different from that in Europe. As the bubble
economy already burst in the 1990s in Japan and thus there had already been a
restructuring in the banking sector in Japan, the financial crisis did not hit Japan so heavily
as in Europe and there was not that much angriness of citizens as in Europe. For that
reason, for Japan the BEPS project is more seen as being top down, coming from
international organizations than as something to relate to the wish of citizens. It was very
interesting to hear about this different perspective on the BEPS project and it shows how
important it is to talk about these international subjects with academics from different
jurisdictions. It was a very interesting morning!
2.2.6 11 Nov: Kansai University: lecture for graduate students and members of
Kansai University Tax Law Society
Prof. Urahigashi, professor of tax law of the faculty of
law and prof. Tsuji, professor of tax law at the faculty of
faculty of business and commerce of Kansai University
organized for their master and PhD students and
members of Kansai University Tax Law Society the
lecture EU implementation of the BEPS project with a
focus on financial transactions at Kansai University in
Osaka (no. 6 in the annex). Also professor Miyamoto,
prof. Murai and prof. Hayashi of Hiroshima University
joined the lecture. Prof. Goto kindly provided Japanese
translations of my presentation. After the presentation there was time for discussion.
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Prof. Murai mentioned that many countries also have thin cap rules and now have to
introduce the EBITDA interest deduction limitation as well. He asked how many EU
countries abolished their thin cap rules. I talked about the national reasons why the
Netherlands abolished the thin cap rule (it mainly hit small and medium size companies
and not multinationals) and about the ECJ cases on the UK and German former thin cap
rules. It struck me that in Japan much legal research is done on the details of the tax
systems in other countries. This might explain for quite detailed questions on tax systems
in other countries. This kind of research is not so common in the Netherlands. A student
asked why there are so many Japanese companies in the Netherlands. I explained the
Dutch participation exemption, the tax treaty network and the proposals to change or
even abolish the dividend withholding tax. According to prof. Murai much aggressive tax
planning takes place in Japan using the Netherlands:
there are many interesting court cases which involve
the Netherlands. Prof. Murai also asked about
mandatory disclosure and gave a short closing
remark pointing out that in Japan the EBITDA
percentage is 50% instead of the 10-30%
recommended by BEPs Action 4. Japan already
introduced this limitation in 2013. It might be that
the percentage will change in the future. Again, it
was a very interesting discussion from which I could
also learn a lot about Japan. After the lecture prof. Urahigashi, prof. Tsuji, prof. Miyamoto,
prof. Murai, prof. Goto and I had a very nice dinner in an Italian restaurant. The food was
very nice and we had a really good time, during which we discussed much more.
2.2.7 16 Nov: Meikai University, Faculty of real estate science: lecture for academic
staff and graduate students
Before, prof. Shiba was an associate professor at
Meikai University, Faculty of Real Estate Science.
Prof. Suto of the Faculty of real estate science had
kindly organized a lecture for me : 'Housing taxation
in the Netherlands' (no. 7 in the annex). It was a very
interesting experience as many researchers joined
with different backgrounds: amongst others
economics, engineering and law. After the lecture
there were some questions on the housing situation
in the Netherlands. The lecture and the question
time were in English.
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2.2.8 17 Nov: Ministry of Culture, seminar for civil servants
Prof Goto, Mr. Kosuke Norimoto, a civil servant of
the Ministry of Culture (who could not attend because
he had to go to Parliament) and Mr. Yoshide Miwa,
deputy director of the policy planning and
coordination division of the Agency for Cultural
Affairs (part of the Ministry of Education, Culture
and Sports) had organized a seminar for civil servants
where I gave a lecture on Tax incentives for the
creative industries with a focus on copyright
industries (no. 8 in the annex). Through a video
connection civil servants of the Kyoto branch could
also attend the lecture. Prof Goto provided for Japanese translations. After the lecture we
had a very interesting discussion on several topics such as examples of good practices in
other countries, reduced consumption tax for cultural products and services and a real
estate tax incentive for barrier free museums.
2.2.9 19 Nov: Lecture at a conference organized in Kakegawa by Tokoha University
As part of a conference prof. Shiba organized for Tokoha University in Kakegawa, I gave a
lecture on tax incentives for the
creative industries (no. 9 in the
annex). The audience was very
diverse both in age and in
background:
university
professors
from
various
universities
and
faculties
(including architecture and the faculty of design) and
students. She organized the conference in a beautiful
building from the Meji period which was a mixture of Japanese and western style. It was
the first time in my life I gave a lecture in such a building and without shoes! Mrs. Tanaka
kindly provided for Japanese translations of my lecture (she translated everything for me
that day, which was fantastic!) at which she did a very good job. After the lecture we had
an interesting discussion on what kind of incentives (tax or subsidies) work for which kind
of purposes as a result as some interesting questions from the audience.
The evening of the conference, we had a very nice and informal
party during which it was possible to discuss further and to get
to know more people. It was a very well organized conference.

2.2.10
20 Nov: Tokoha University, Faculty of Law: two lectures for third year
bachelor students
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Prof. Shiba invited me to give two guest lectures to her third
year bachelor students. The first
lecture was Tax incentives for the
creative industries (no. 9 in the
annex). The second lecture was
Work-Life Balance and Income
Taxation in the Netherlands (no. 10 in
the annex). Prof. Shiba provided for
short translations in Japanese. The students paid very good attention and had excellent
questions after both lectures, they really showed that they were third year students.
Different than in the Netherlands, however, in Japan the bachelor is four years instead of
three in the Netherlands. The master in Japan is two years as opposed to only one year in
the Netherlands.
2.2.11
21 Nov: Tokoha University, Faculty of Law: lecture for undergraduate
administrative law students
Prof. Shiba asked me to give a guest lecture in the
administrative law course to the second year bachelor
students. The title of the lecture was Tax Law as a
Special Kind of Administrative Law and Protection of
Tax Payer s Rights in the Netherlands no.
in the
annex). It was a very big
group of students, about
120. Prof. Shiba provided
for Japanese translations
and also added information
on Japan, which was very interesting for me. The students
paid very good attention to the lecture and had very nice
questions. After the lecture one student even came to me
and asked an interesting question on tax compliance attitude in the Netherlands in very
good English.
2.2.12
24 Nov: Meiji Gakuin University, Faculty of Economics, Department of
Business Administration: lecture for master students
Prof. Nishiyama of Meiji Gakuin University, Faculty of Economics, Department of Business
Administration had very kindly organized a lecture for master students, 'Fairness &
taxation' (no. 12 in the annex), in English. First
we had lunch with five master students (two
second year and three first year master
students), who all introduced themselves. Then
one student had to leave for another lecture and
I gave my lecture. After the lecture each student
had a question for me. They had prepared the
lecture for two weeks, they were very well
prepared. The questions were very interesting,
on the balance between government powers and
rights of the individual, tax competition, the Irish
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tax exemption for artists and free riding and whether or not an innovation box is leading
to tax avoidance (showing the subjectiveness of aggressive tax planning and the effects
of tax competition). It was a perfect seminar to conclude my lecture tour in Japan. After
the lecture prof. Nishiyama and I discussed our research projects.

2.2 Formal meetings
2.2.1 16 Nov: Meeting at the Tokyo Foundation with prof. Morinobu and prof
Kawabata
Prof. Morinobu of the Law School of Chuo University had
invited us to the Tokyo Foundation to discuss the Dutch
income tax system. Prof. Morinobu is a senior fellow of
the Tokyo Foundation, an independent Japanese think
tank. He has been engaged in several policy research
projects of the Tokyo Foundation on income tax reforms.
Prof Kawabata is a professor of tax law of Yokohama
National University and a frequent attendant of tax
conferences all over the world, including the European
Association of Tax Law Professors (EATLP) conference. It was very nice to meet him in
Japan this time and that he could take the time to attend the meeting at the Tokyo
foundation. Prof Shiba joined us later as she had to lecture in Shizuoka in the morning. We
had a very interesting discussion on several topics: the move from tax deductions to tax
credits, the box 3 deemed income taxation on savings and investments in the Netherlands
and particularly taxation of the digital economy. Prof
Morinobu has written an article on this topic in Japanese
which he kindly provided to me. He had some questions
about the equalization tax proposal France did for taxing
the digital economy in Europe and we discussed this. After
our meeting we had lunch during which we continued our
discussion. During lunch we also discussed tax incentives
for films and video games which we all thought not to be a
good idea. Also we discussed differentiation of
consumption tax rates. In the Netherlands the new
government proposed to increase the reduced rate from
6% to 9%. This might be a first step towards a single VAT
rate,
which
most
economists and tax specialists in the Netherlands think
would be a good idea. Japan currently has a consumption
tax with only one rate of 8%. However, in two years this
will be increased to 8% except for food and newspapers.
This will probably lead to a lot of discussions on the
definition of food and newspapers. Monthly and weekly
journals are explicitly excluded because this might also
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include pornographic magazines. This, together with taxes on google also lead us to the
discussion on taxation of free speech: in the 18 th and 19th century this was the argument
used to lobby for the abolishment of stamp taxes on newspapers in Europe, in the 1990s
and the early 2000 this was an argument against taxes on text messages, now it is an
argument against tax on the use of megabytes. It was a very interesting discussion in
which I learned a lot and which gave me much for thought!

2.2.3 17 Nov: Meeting with Ms Kawakami of Springer
On 17 November prof. Goto and I had a meeting with Mrs.
Juno Kawakami at the Springer offices in Roppongi. She
was the editor of our book Tax incentives for the creative
industries at Springer. We talked with Mrs. Kawakami
about Springer activities and the sales of our book. Also she
wanted to make twitter
message of the photo we took
together with the book. After
our meeting we had a very nice
lunch in the Restaurant Voie Lactee in the beautiful Musee
Tomo nearby. Even though we were in the middle of Tokyo,
there was a beautiful garden we could look at from the
restaurant.

2.3 Informal meetings not linked to a lecture or seminar
2.3.1 5 Nov: Dinner with the organizing professors
On my first evening in Japan, prof Goto, prof. Shiba and prof Miyamoto had organised a
very nice dinner in Kyoto in the Iyemon salon, where
the menu is focused around Japanese tea. We
arranged for the last practicalities of my stay, did some
necessary paperwork and had a very nice evening
together. We were with two professors from a law
school (prof. Shiba and myself) and two professors
from a school of economics/business school (prof
Goto and prof Miyamoto). We discussed amongst
other things that even though during my research
visits to Japan female professors play a major role, in
general there are not that many female professors in Japan, especially not at economic
faculties.
2.3.2 14 Nov: Dinner with pro. Yagi
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Prof. Yagi of Doshisha University is one of the series editors of the Creative Economy series
of Springer. He kindly provided funding for the
language check for the chapters of the book Tax
incentives for the creative industries which were
written by Dutch authors. Prof. Goto had organized
a dinner with him to thank him for his help. The
dinner was in a typical Kyoto restaurant with refined
Kyoto style dishes. It was delicious! During this
dinner we had very interesting discussions. We
talked about equality of pay between part time
workers and full time workers. Prof. Yagi is currently
studying this topic. In Japan part-time workers have
to be paid a pro rata parte of the full time wage. However, this is not the case in Japan. This
is also caused because Japan always had many flexible workers without a fixed contract
thus reducing the bargaining position of people with a part-time contract to increase their
payment. This might also happen to the Netherlands given the increase of so called
independent workers since the economic crisis. They do not have a contract and have to
pay for their own insurance. As a result they are often uninsured. The Netherlands now
has over 1 million of those independent workers which is a large amount given the fact
that the total workforce is between 8-9 million people. The substantial tax benefits for
entrepreneurs have accelerated this trend. Changes in these incentives are fiercely
opposed by lobby groups of these independent workers. The new government has
announced changed, but it remains to be seen whether the government will be successful.
We also discussed world politics and the difference between economic research and legal
research.
2.3.3 15 Nov: lunch with prof. Shiba
Prof Shiba and I met in Shizuoka for lunch. We discussed the schedule of the coming days
in Tokyo and she explained me where to go and which trains to
take. We also discussed the field work students have to do for
her seminar: a community bus project in Kambara. It was very
interesting to learn about this. She has a seminar group of
about 15 students in the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th year. The seminar
students for the 3rd and 4th year she can select herself. With
these students she works on a project. The Kambara project is
also funded by the local community. This is a very interesting
way of active academic learning for students!
2.3.4 17 Nov: Coffee with Olivier Valk, associate on secondment at Allen & Overy
Gaikokuho Kyodo Jigyo Horitsu Jimusho
I had a meeting with Olivier Valk, a colleague of the Allen
& Overy office Amsterdam who is now on a secondment
in the Tokyo office which is located in the Ropongi Hills
Mori Tower. He showed me the office and introduced me
to the partners and his roommate in the office. I also met
Nick Wall again, the partner with whom I had a meeting
when I was in Japan in 2014. It was very interesting to
hear about the work Olivier is doing in the Tokyo office and about his life in Japan. He
was obviously enjoying both!
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2.3.5 18 Nov: Dinner with prof Shiba in Shizuoka
After I arrived in Shizuoka again, prof. Shiba and I had a very nice
dinner in a small restaurant, Roku, in the center of Shizuoka. It was
run by a young couple, whose children, as prof. Shiba informed me,
were sleeping in the back room. A typical Japanese small family
run business, with hard working owners and delicious food!

2.4 Cultural experiences
2.4.1 6 Nov Nov: attend children’s Karate exam in Yamashina
My friend Ikuko took me to the karate exam of her children. Their teacher
is an older man who also works for the Japanese Olympic karate team and
who made a big effort to have karate as an Olympic sport. The other
teacher is a lady, which might explain for the fact that there were quite a
lot of girls in the class. It was really nice to see these little girls being very
concentrated and confident when doing karate. I think it will help them in
their future lives to become strong women, maybe not even so much physically, but in any
case mentally.
2.4.2 9 Nov: Osaka Doshomachi district and Osaka Central Public Hall
Yuka Shiba arranged for some special Osaka sightseeing before my lecture at Osaka Keizai
University: we went to the Doshomachi district where since the Edo period Japanese
pharmaceutical businesses were located. We first went to the Sukunahikona Shrine, where
the Shinto deity of medicine is enshrined. As we were
visiting very close to the Shinno Festival which is held every
year on November 22nd and 23rd, we saw the activity of
distribution of papier-maché tigers and bamboo leaves at
the shrine. This tradition dates back to 1822 when an
epidemic of cholera struck Osaka. It is said that pills named
Kotosakkiuo-en were made, prayed over to cure the disease,
and distributed along with papier-maché tiger amulets free
of charge, and that this cured the disease. After visting the shrine, we went to the
Doshomachi Pharmaceutical and Historical Museum which is located on the grounds of
Sukunahikona Shrine. It tells the story of Doshomachi's rise as a medicine quarter. This
started in 1722 when 124 brokers of medicinal
ingredients in the area were authorized by the
shogunate Yoshimune as the kabunakama, a trade
association that obtained the privilege of
monopolizing trade in a specific field by paying a tax
to the shogunate. As we were explained in the
Mitshubishi Tanabe Pharma Historical Museum, the
association of herbal medicine brokers had three
functions: (1) a monoploly on importing herbal
15

medicine and ingredients from China (through Nagasaki); (2) a monolpoly on the
distribution of these medicines in Japan; and (3) inspections to ensure quality control and
proper use of medicinal ingredients. When Western medicine was introduced in the Meiji
period (1868-1912) Doshomachi merchants began studying Western medicine at the
Osaka Pharmaceutical School (the predecessor of the present Osaka University School of
Pharmaceutical Sciences), established in Doshomachi. Unfortunately, this building was
closed when we passed it. Still the Doshomachi district is home to many pharmaceutical
wholesalers and manufacturers. We went to the headquarters of Mitshubishi Tanabe
Pharma which houses a historical museum. We were given a very interesting tour in
English in the museum by a staff member. As one of the founding companies, Tanabe,
started in 1678, the company has a very rich history. The museum houses a replica of the
storefront in the Meiji area and a scale model of the whole shop, private living area and
storage. The storefront was rather small, but the buildings were very deep. The reason?
Tax! The wider the front of a building, the higher the tax. This explains for narrow fronts
of Japanese old buildings. We learned a lot about the company. Still, Tanabe family
members are working in the company. It was a really interesting journey in a very specific
and interesting part of Japan s history.
We also visited the nearby Osaka Central Public Hall (also: Nakanoshima Central Hall) and
its small museum. This is a western style building made of red brick
that was built between 1916 and 1918 with funds donated by the
stockbroker Einosuke Iwamoto. He was motivated by this donation
by his experiences in the USA and the importance of charity for
public causes there. The sad part of this story is that he came in
financial distress afterwards and committed suicide, so he never saw
the completed building. His four year old daughter presented the
keys of the building to the mayor of Osaka at the opening ceremony
of the building. The building features two concert halls and a
restaurant. It has been restored and reopened in 2002 and has been
designated an important building that should be kept for future generations. Interestingly,
the building was designed by the same architect who designed the Museum of Kyoto
annex, the former Bank of Japan Kyoto branch that I visited earlier that morning. The
museum had a very nice special exhibition on The Pleasure of Japanese Modern
Paintings; Wood-one Museum of Art Collection , which also featured paintings on Foujita.

2.4.3 12-13 Nov Hiroshima, Miyajima, Osakikamijima Island and Takehara

On 12 and 13 November, prof Goto had organized a trip to Hiroshima, Miyajima, Takehara
and Osakikamijima Island. We first went to Hiroshima, where
we went of the A-bomb dome, the peace memorial park and the
museum. It was very impressive. After this serious and solemn
start of the day, we went on a boat to
Miyajima Island. It was very nice as
we went on one of the Hiroshima
rivers and then out onto the sea. We
walked around on the island. It was
very crowded as it was a Sunday, but when we walked a bit
further it became a bit more quiet and we had a wonderful
view on the O-torii Gate. It was beautiful, with the sun going
slowly down om it. It was a very nice experience.
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We went back by Ferry and after a short, but very nice boat trip we took
the train and the Shinkansen to a station where a hotel car waited for us.
We stayed in a very nice Japanese style hotel. We first went to the onsen
in the hotel and after that had a very nice Japanese dinner there.
On Monday Morning we first went to the onsen. After that we had a walk
in the hotel garden, where they had an open air noh theatre. We had
a nice Japanese breakfast in a room overlooking the garden. The hotel
taxi brought us to Takehara from where we took
a ferry to Osakikamijima Island. There we
rented a bicycle and cycled next to the see and
passed may orange groves. It is not a touristic
island yet, but they would like to welcome more tourists. It seems
that before there were many shipyards, but also that many had to
close down. We had lunch in a very small restaurant where we had
the typical okonomiyaki for this region (which is different from, for example,
the Osaka one). It was very nice. There were two other customers in the
restaurant and everybody liked to chat. I was the third tourist they had ever had
in the shop aft people from Hong Kong and a
carpenter from France who now lives in Japan. It was
really nice. We cycled back to the ferry and the ferry
brought us back to the city of Takehara where we
visited the historic district. It was very beautiful and quiet.
Where we visited sites which attract many tourist the day
before, this day we visited places which are not so frequently
visited by tourists. Then we took the train back to Kyoto.
2.4.4 14 Nov: Miho Museum
My friend Ikuko took me in her car to the Miho Museum. This
private museum opened in 1997. It is funded by a private
foundation, the initiative from the museum was by a lady and her
daughter who also provided the collection of the museum. It has
a spectacular location in a natural mountain reserve.
Furthermore it has an intriguing design. The architect of the
museum was I.M. Pie. He also designed the large bell tower
which can be seen in the distance from the museum. The
collection is also interesting: from ancient Egypt, the Roman and
Greek era to Buddihst art, ceramic ware to the Japanese tea
ceremony. The building was specially designed for this collection.
It really is an intriguing combination of nature, architecture and
the collection. Also it is a good example of what the private
initiative can establish, having dreams instead of bureaucracy as the major diver.
2.4.5 17 Nov: National Art Centre, Tokyo
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Prof. Goto and I went to the National Art Centre, Tokyo a beautifully designed building,
made by the architect, Kisho Kurokawa, who also designed the Van
Gogh Museum annex in Amsterdam. We went to see an exhibition
on the architect Tadao Ando, which was very interesting. He has a
very specific building style. The museum had even made a real life
replica of one of his buildings, the church of light, which was quite
impressive.
2.4.6 18 Nov: Yasukuni-jinja, Yushu-kan, Showa-kan
After having been in Hiroshima, I wanted to know more about how Japanese people had
experienced the Second World War. That was why I decided to go to the
Yasukuni-jinja, Yushu-kan and Showa-kan, even though the former is
controversial. I really had a good thought about it. I also decided to visit
the museum Yushu-kan to get a Japanese perspective. It was thought
provoking. Then I visited the small National Showa Memorial Museum
(Showa-kan) which shows how ordinary Japanese people and especially children lived in
and just after the war.
19 Nov: Kakegawa Shunrinin temple, Matsugaoka house, Kakegawa castle, Shiseido
Art House and Shiseido Corporate Museum
Prof. Shiba took me, prof. Tanaka and Mrs. Tanaka to a Japanese temple near Hosoya
station in Kakegawa. A lady donated 500,000,000 yen to
Kakegawa city for building Kakegawa castle. She passed
away but her adopted son lives in the temple. In the temple
Shunrinin we were informed by the adopted son of mrs
Shiraki who was a priest of the temple on the life of mrs.
Shiraki. She was sent to a very good school before the war
where she learnt English. In the war she was in the then
Japanese part of China where she was a trade woman. She
learnt to speak Chinese and got very rich. After the war she managed to take her wealth
with her, hidden for example as diamonds in candy cans to Japan. She invested money in
Tokyo and became even richer. Then she decided to sell her land in Tokyo when she was
older and came to live in Kakegawa. She gave a lot of money to rebuild the castle. She
adopted the priest and after she passed away her money went to the temple. In Japan
temples are exempt from inheritance tax. We were also shown the palanquins from the
Edo period and the beautiful 500 year old ceiling in one of the temple buildings.
After that we went to a former house, Matsugaoka, of a rich merchant family, the Yamazaki
family where we were given a very special tour by a gentleman
who also joined the conference and who owns an antique shop
in Kakegawa. The house was built towards
the end of the Edo period. As emperor Meiji
stayed there for a while in 1878 and as at
that time the emperor was still seen as a
god, they could no longer stay in the house
and they built a new part to the house
where they could live. We were shown around in the whole house, including in the big
safe, which size showed how rich they must have been. It also has a very nice garden. In
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2016 the house was designated as a tangible cultural property of Kakegagwa.
After that prof. Tanaka, Mrs. Tanaka and I went for a tour of the rebuilt
Kakegawa castle. The tour was given by a volunteer guide and was
really interesting. Because of the beautiful weather we could even see
Mount Fuji from the top of the tower! The volunteer guide also led us
through the Samurai place and then went with us to the place where
the conference was held and where we had lunch.
After my lecture Mrs. Tanaka and I went to the Shiseido Art House and the adjacent
Shiseido Corporate Museum, another kind of private patronage. Some years ago I already
visited the Sisheido Galery in Ginza (Tokyo), but this museum was much bigger. It consists
actually of two museums. The Shiseido Art House has a very nice
collection of Japanese paintings, crafts and international
sculptures. The Shiseido Corporate Museum tells the story of
Shisheido, a company founded in 1872 and also shows the history
of Shiseido design and advertisements. It was a very nice museum
and a very nice of the company to the people as the entrance is
free!
2.4.6 20 Nov: Dutch embassy Cleveringa Lecture
Prof. Shiba forwarded me an invitation to attend the Cleveringa Lecture Getting the
picture: (olland as a symbolic language in early modern Japan of Ivo Smits, Professor of
Arts & Cultures of Japan at Leiden University, in the Deshima Lounge in the Embassy of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands. It was a very interesting lecure. Histories of early modern
Japan (1600- 868 that deal with Japan s contact with the rest of the world always
mention that China and the Netherlands were the two exclusive trade partners of Japan in
this period. They will also mention the creation of a Japanese discipline of (ollandology
(rangaku), dedicated to the study of European knowledge. The story of this field of
knowledge transfer has always been one of empirical knowledge. Yet around 1800,
European symbolic images confronted Japanese scholars with a wholly different category
of knowledge from the West. These images were not realistic and had instead to be
understood as symbolic messages. This lecture addressed the symbolic image (or
emblem) as a major representative of Renaissance and later European worldviews, and
its reception in early modern Japan. Specifically it will ask how early modern Japanese
tried to make sense of Holland as a place that produced both realism and symbolism.
Next to the lecture, there was also a lot of time for speaking to people and meeting people.
It was a big surprise when suddenly the president of Leiden
University, Carel Stolker, was standing in front of me. For him
it was not a surprise as he had seen the guest list because the
lecture was organized by Leiden University and knew I would
there, so he told me. Even though I feel an alumna of Erasmus
University as that is the university where I graduated, he told
me that as I defended my PhD thesis in Leiden, I am officially
also a Leiden University alumna. We know each other from the
time I was working at the Faculty of Law of Leiden University and he was the dean of the
faculty. It was really nice to meet him in Japan! I also met Olivier Valk again to whom I had
forwarded the invitation to the lecture. I also spoke to people I had not met before, such
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as a retired civil servant of the Japanese Ministry of foreign affairs who worked at the
Japanese embassy in the Netherlands for 6,5 years to prepare for the celebrations of 400
years of relations between the Netherlands and Japan, a Dutch third year bachelor student
from Wageningen University who studies for one year in Tokyo (it was very interesting to
hear her experiences with the Japanese educational system), a lady who had just returned
from seven years in the Netherlands with her husband who had come to the lecture
together with her colleague of the TBS broadcasting company and said that her bond with
the Netherlands is that she just likes it very much and another lady who had worked in
the Netherlands and who now works for an Indian pharmaceutical company in Japan. It
was a very interesting and well spent evening and definitely worthwhile the return trip
from Shizuoka to Tokyo!
2.3.7 21 Nov: interactive lecture on Noh and study tour Kambara
Prof. Shiba took me to the main campus of Tokoha University where we had a lecture on
noh by a noh actor of a very
old noh family, who
learned from his father.
When he was three he had
his first role, as a monkey.
It was all in Japanese, but
very interactive, we even
had to do some noh basics
ourselves. We practice the hands, standing and walking
and we did the sound of the monkey (ká, ká, ká, ká) and the sound of the dog (bjoej bjoej
bjoej, bjoej). During the discussion I was asked to make the sound of the Dutch dog (waf,
waf, waf), which even differs from the German dog (wau, wau wau). So even our animals
are deemed to make different sounds!
Subsequently, prof. Shiba took me to Kambara where her fourth year
bachelor students did field research on the community bus. We has a
ride with the community bus which was very well used by the citizens.
Then we had a dinner with the fourth year students which was very
nice.
2.3.8 22 Nov: Hakone
Prof Shiba, Mrs. Nagata (a friend of hers) and I went
by Shinkansen to Odawara where a volunteer guide,
mr. Asai, waited to take us to Hakone. He told us a lot
about the history of Hakone. He had worked for Fuji
Film company for 40 years, including 10 years in the
USA. His English was very good. First we went by train
to Hakone to leave our bags in the hotel. The hotel was
located at the riverside, very nice. Then we went by
bus to the lake Ashi, where
we walked to the Hakone
Torii and Hakone Shrine. Then we walked on
the old Tokaido road which all daimio and also
the Dutch had to take once every two years to
pay respect to the shogun in Edo. It took so
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much time and money that the daimio could not plan revolutions. We went to the
checkpoint where it was checked whether no unallowed goods or people were
transported to or from Edo. Then we had lunch in a nice, cosy restaurant. After that we
took a boat trip on the lake. From the other side of the lake we took the bus back to our
hotel, also passing the volcanic area where we saw steam coming out of the ground (and
where the typical black eggs were sold). In the hotel we first went to the onsen and then
had dinner in the Chinese restaurant of the hotel. It was a very nice day.
2.3.9 23 Nov: Meiji shrine and Omote-sando
My friend Yuko took me to the Meji shrine as during the Hakone trip I
was recommended by our volunteer guide to go there. After that, we
admired modern Japanese architecture (including a building of Ando
Tadao, Omotesando Hills) in Omote-sando.
2.3.10
24 Nov: Tokyo Metropolitan Teien Art Museum and Irish harp concert
in Meiji Gakuin University
I visited the Tokyo Metropolitan Teien Art Museum which
is housed in a very well preserved art deco house,
completed in 1933 as the residence of Prince Asaka.
Designers who contributed to the house are Renée Lalique
and Henri Rapin. Also the gardens are very beautiful.
Prof Nishiyama invited me to an Irish harp concert
in the chapel in the Memorial Hall (built in 1890)
of her university. The musician had made the harp himself and
his wife had added beautiful traditional Japanese paintings on
the harp. The music was from Ireland and Scotland and dated
from the 17th century. It was a very special experience.
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3

Resulting research projects

The contacts I have made, the lectures I gave and the discussions I have had during my
lecture and research visit will at least lead to the following new research projects:

 Paper on implementation of BEPS in the EU (based on presentation 4) for a journal
of Ritsumeikan University (request of prof. Miyamoto).

 Paper on Housing taxation in the Netherlands (based on presentation 7) for a book
edited by prof. Shiba.
 Paper on culture and tax incentives (based on presentation 9) for a book edited by
prof. Shiba.
 Paper on work life balance and taxation in the Netherlands (based on presentation
10) for a book edited by prof. Shiba (deadline 30 March 2018).
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Annexes
Annex 1
November Day

Day-to-day programme
Traveling
Leave from Schiphol 14:25 KL867

Activity

09:15 Kansai Airport; MK shuttle taxi Kansai
airport -> Mitsui Garden hotel Kyoto Sanjyo

18:30 Dinner with Prof. Goto and Shiba and Miyamoto in Kyoto

4 sat

5 sun
6 mon
7 tues

8 wed

9 thu

12:45 Kyoto 13:00 Shinosaka

10 fri

11 sat

12 sun
13 mon
14 tues

Kyoto--> Hiroshima
Hiroshima --> Kyoto

15 wed

Kyoto --> Tokyo

15.00 Ikuko Kyoto University
16:40~Seminar at Setsunan university Economic aspects of the BEPS Project prof Kazuko
Goto
18:00-17:30 Ritsumeikan Uni. Nijo, Kyoto, prof. Toshiko Miyamoto Title: Tax Incentives
for the Creative Industries Lecture, 10 minutes each After lecture, Question and discussion
time. + Dinner (Japanese restaurant, Kyoto)
15:00 The Tekijuku School in Kitahama, Osaka
http://www.geocities.jp/general_sasaki/tekijuku_school.html;
http://www.hetgallery.com/OSE_building_restaurant.html;
18:30- Osaka Keizai Univ Prof Shiba/Koga Seminar Fiscal partnership and
Inheritance tax in the Netherlands lecture Presentation Lecture for 30 master
students Tax Law ( 60 min + discussion 30 min)
pizza in class; leave before 21.00
15:00- Ritsumeikan Uni. BKC, Shiga, prof. Toshiko Miyamoto Title: EU Implementation of
the BEPS Project (60 min presentation, 60 min discussion) + welcome dinner(French
restaurant in Shiga)
10:00- Kyoto Uni., Campus Plaza Kyoto, Kyoto, prof. Toshiko Miyamoto Title: EU
Implementation of the BEPS Project: focus on controlled foreign companies; (60 min
presentation, 60 min discussion) + Lunch in Kyoto
16:00~ Seminar at Kansai university Implementation of BEPS in the EU: a focus on
financial transactions (60 min presentation, 60 min discussion) prof Mie Tsuji + welcome
dinner
Visit to Hiroshima, Takehara and Kamiohsaki island.
Visit to Hiroshima, Takehara and Kamiohsaki island.
Ikuko: Miho Museum
10.58 Hikari from Kyoto --> 12.32 Shizuoka, lunch with prof. Yuka Siba, onwards to Tokyo
10.45 prof Kawabata

16 thu

11.15 meeting with prof. Morinobu and prof. Kawabata at Tokyo Foundation (discus
digital economy and taxation (vat specialist)) 12.00 with prof. Yuka Shiba arrives, lunch
16:00- Meikai Univ.Prof.Osugi Seminar Dutch Housing tax Presentation Lecture for 10
Professors of Meikai University ( 60 min + discussion 30 min)
11:30 a.m. Springer meeting and lunch with Juno Kawakami and prof Kazuko Goto;

17 fri

13.30 meeting with Olivier Valk Allen & Overy Tokyo (Roppongi Hills)
18:30 seminar at ministry of culture

18 sat

15.03Tokyo⇒Shizuoka

Museums Tokyo, 17.00 Tokoha University, dinner with prof. Yuka Shiba

19 sun

8.45 Shizuoka station; 8.56 shinkansen ⇒
9:10 Kakegawa; Kakegawa⇒Shizuoka

Temple visit, visit to former merchants house (late edo period); 12.00 meet volunteer
guide for Kakegawa castle visit; 13.00 lunch
14:00-15:00 Kakegawa; Tax incentives for the creative industries Presentation Extension
lecture in Kakegawa (45 min + discussion 15 min) http://www.tokohau.ac.jp/info/170925/index.html, 15-17 Sisheido Museum in Kakegawa with Ms Tanaka,
17.30 dinner

9:00-10:30 Tokoha Univ. Prof. Shiba Tax incentives for the creative industries. Lecture for
20 third year undergraduate students Tokoha Tax Law + discussion
10:40-12:10 Tokoha Univ. Prof. Shiba Work life balance and income taxation in The
Netherlands ～ especially the difference between taxation of families with one income
earner and families with two income earners. Lecture for 20 third year undergraduate
students Tokoha Tax Law + discussion

20 mon

Hikari 4.38-->5.40 Tokyo
Kodama 21.13 to Shizuoka

21 tues

22 wed

18.30-20.30 Dutch Embassy Tokyo, attend Cleveringa lecture Leiden University
Tokoha Univ. Prof. Shiba Tax law as a special kind of
10.30 present; 10:40－12:10
ad i istrati e la a d protectio of ta pa er’s rights i the Netherla ds Lecture for 140
students Tokoha Administrative law; (45 min + discussion 15 min)
13：00-17:00 Study tour in Kambara with students
https://ja.japantravel.com/shizuoka/shizuoka-s-kanbara-post-town/17759;

9.20 Hikari Shizuoka --> Hakone

Hakone
National holiday. 15.00 Yuko Murata

23 thu

12.00 prof. Nishiyama will pick me up at the hotel
24 fri

25 sat

Keisei takasago
:
: 8 Taka a adai →
16:53 Keisei takasago17:38 Keisei Narita
Meijigakuin University Prof. Nishiyama Fairness & Taxation Lecture for 4
13:25-15:00
(001-00004385-01 HOTEL Reservation No.) master students Tax Law Meiji Gakuin
leave Narita 11:25 KL862; arrive Schiphol
15:30
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Annex 2

Presentation slides

1. 7 Nov: Setsunan University, Faculty of Economics

24

25

2. 8 Nov: Ritsumeikan University

3. 9 Nov: Osaka Keizai University

26

27

4. 10 Nov: Ritsumeikan University

28

29

5. 11 Nov: Kyoto University: joined lecture with Ritsumeikan University

30

31

32

6. 11 Nov: Kansai University

33

34

35

7. Meikai University, Faculty of real estate science

36

37

8. 17 Nov: Ministry of Culture

38

39

9. 19 Nov: Lecture at a conference organized in Kakegawa by Tokoha University 20
Nov: Lecture at Tokoha University, Faculty of Law

40

41

42

10. 20 Nov: Tokoha University, Faculty of Law

43

44

45

11. 21 Nov: Tokoha University, Faculty of Law

46

12. 24 Nov: Meiji Gakuin University, Faculty of Economics, Department of Business
Administration

47

48

49

50

