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My interest in interventional cardiology was fostered first by talented, compassionate, and in-
spiring colleagues and consultants in the many hospitals in Ireland in which I had the privilege
to work as a young doctor. In particular, thank you Professor David Foley who encouraged me

to pursue a career in coronary intervention.

A sidestep into platelet research under the supervision of Professor Dermot Kenny at my alma
mater, the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, proved a very important step in my career. I
learned a great deal about basic science research and life itself during my MD fellowship. I am
especially grateful to my friends from the Platelet Biology Laboratory: Aaron, Eimear, Sarah,
and Tony. Thank you all.

Paris was the next stop on nty our journey. Accompanied by my new fiancé Joanna, we de-
parted for France as a team of two. What a privilege it was to learn my trade from a world-class
interventional unit at the Institut Cardiovasculaire de Paris Sud. I will be eternally grateful to
my hero and mentor, Dr Marie Claude Morice, and to the team in Massy and Quincy that were
patient with me, taught me their skills, and trusted me with their patient’s care. How fortunate
I was to have teachers of the calibre of Dr Yves Louvard (Lulu), Dr Thierry Lefevre (TL),
Dr Hakim Benamer, Dr Bernard Chevalier, Oscar Tavelaro (Le Moustache), and Dr Thierry
Unterseeh (TU). A special word of thanks to Dr Philippe Garot and Dr Thomas Hovasse who
went above and beyond for me, encouraged and facilitated my development, and have become
great friends. To all the nursing and support staff at Massy and Quincy: thanks for having my
back, for quietly telling me what to do when problems arose, for the laughs, and boozy dances
on “la péniche”. Sharing a fellowship with Kentaro, Yusuke, Giuseppe, Amir, and Talal was so

much fun. On occasion, too much fun. You are all my friends for life.

Late night Skype interviews with Dr Judith Therrien and Dr Giuseppe Martucci sealed a move
to Montreal for a congenital and structural interventional fellowship. On this transatlantic
voyage we were accompanied by our beautiful Parisian daughter Amélie. It was an honour to
work with the amazing team at the Maude Unit in the Victoria Hospital (Montecarlos, Joanne,
Lizzy, Johanne, Kathleen, Serge, and Lara), at the Jewish General Hospital, and the Montreal
Children’s Hospital. I am forever indebted to the family of Beth Raby whose generous support
enabled me to learn from the stellar congenital team at the McGill University Health Care
Centre. A huge thank you to Dr Judith Therrien, the most intelligent, compassionate, and
practical physician I have met. I am so grateful to Professor Ariane Marelli who tried to teach
me the art of clinical research and gave me amazing datasets with which to work. Dr Jean
Buithieu, Dr Adrian Dancea, Dr Nathalie Bottega, Dr Renee Schift, and my co-fellow Dr Ken

Guo were constant supports. Dr Joe Martucci (Hey Joe!), from whom Ilearned congenital and
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structural heart intervention, was a brilliant teacher and mentor, and I will forever remember

our time together doing cases at the Vic..

Dr. Nico Piazza. Nico, you gave me opportunities that I could only dream of. You believed in
me, taught me, pushed me, reprimanded me, guided me. You were the ultimate mentor and
friend. Even after our time in Montreal, you have continued to support my career and I am
forever in your debt. You suggested that I follow your footsteps and undertake this PhD at the
Erasmus Medical Centre. Thank you, my friend.

Professor Arie Pieter Kappetein, thank you for giving me the chance to collaborate with your
amazing team in Rotterdam. It has been a thrill to undertake a PhD at one of the world’s most
prestigious universities. Thank you for your support and guidance during the development of
this thesis.

A big shout out also to my Rotterdam friends. Dr Ruben Osnabrugge, thank you for your
friendship and advice over the years and for your support during my PhD. Dr Stuart Head also
provided invaluable support. My Rotterdam family also extends to the team at EuroInterven-
tion: I am forever grateful to Professor Patrick Seurrys who gave me the opportunity to work
in this special team and to my co-editors Sylvie Lhoste, Paul Cummins, Dr Nico Brunning, Dr

Robert Byrne, Dr Davide Capodanno, and Professor Lars Sondergaard.

Our journey continued as we moved to Galway, on the west coast of Ireland. We were joined
on this transatlantic trip by our beautiful Canadian daughter Evie. The move home was made
easy by a fantastic group of colleagues and friends at the Department of Cardiology at the
University Hospital: Kieran, Jim, Pat, Briain, Yvonne, Faisal, Brian, and Antoinette. I am so
proud to work with you and am so grateful for your support. I am also most appreciative of
the ongoing assistance of the nursing, administration, domestic, radiography and physiology

staff in Galway University Hospital.

Thank you to all of my friends and colleagues, represented at my PhD defence by Profes-
sor Paul O’Neill, who have encouraged me throughout the various stages of my career. I am

particularly grateful for the decades of merciless slagging.

My parents have been a constant source of love, encouragement, and inspiration for me. Dad,
thank you for working so hard so that I could have so many wonderful experiences and op-
portunities in my life. Mum, thank you for being my best friend and confidant, for the decades
of love and support. My siblings, Laura (Lo), Ruthie (Mouse), and Michael (Mick), thanks for

putting up with me...!
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In Galway, we were so happy to welcome “baby” Archie into our family. How lucky I am
to have three amazing children who I love more than life itself. Amélie-boo, Evie-bun, and

“baby” Archie, I will do all I can to give you all the love and opportunity that I was afforded.

And finally, Joanna my love. You are my whole world. My best friend. Thank you for loving
and supporting me, for always being there for me. Thank you for sacrificing so much for me,
for always putting me first. Thank you for holding my hand during tough times; just getting
home to you always made things better. Thank you for giving me three wonderful children
and for making our home the happiest of homes. You are the rock on which our family is built.
You remain a constant source of inspiration to me. Thank you for making my dreams, your

dreams. I love you always.
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