
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PERCEPTION OF PROGNOSTIC RISK 
IN MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 

 
 

Cecile Janssens 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements 
The work presented in this thesis was conducted at the Erasmus MC, department of 
Neurology and department of Medical Psychology and Psychotherapy. The author 
gratefully acknowledges the collaboration with the VU medical center, department 
of Neurology, department of Medical Psychology and department of Rehabilitation 
Medicine in Amsterdam, as well as the contribution of dr J Stroy (Ignatius-
ziekenhuis Breda), dr F Visser (Oosterscheldeziekenhuis Goes) en dr F Verheul 
(Groene Hartziekenhuis Gouda). The study was financially supported by the 
Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research (NWO 940-33-048). The printing 
of this thesis was supported by the Erasmus University Rotterdam, ZonMW, Biogen 
International BV, Serono Benelux BV, Schering Nederland BV en de Stichting 
Vrienden MS Research. 
 
 
 
ISBN 90-9016783-8 
Perception of prognostic risk in multiple sclerosis. ACJW Janssens 
Thesis Erasmus University Rotterdam 
 ACJW Janssens, 2003 
All rights reserved. No part of this thesis may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form or by any means without permission of the author, or, when 
appropriate, of the publishers of the publications.  
 
Printed by: Print Partners Ipskamp, the Netherlands 
Cover photograph:  Lex de Herder (1927-2000)



 

 
 
 

 
 
PERCEPTION OF PROGNOSTIC RISK IN MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 

 
PERCEPTIE VAN PROGNOSTISCH RISICO IN MULTIPLE SCLEROSE 

 
 
 
 
 

PROEFSCHRIFT 
 

ter verkrijging van de graad van doctor aan de 
Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam 

op gezag van de Rector Magnificus 
 

Prof dr ir JH van Bemmel 
 

en volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties. 
De openbare verdediging zal plaatsvinden op 

 
woensdag 21 mei 2003 om 13.45 uur 

 
door 

 
Anna Caecilia Josephina Wilhelmina Janssens 

 
geboren te Oisterwijk. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Promotiecommissie 
 
 
Promotoren: 
Prof dr FGA van der Meché 
Prof dr J Passchier 
 
Overige leden:  
Prof dr JM Bensing 
Prof dr B Fischhoff 
Prof dr MGM Hunink 
 
Copromotoren: 
Dr RQ Hintzen 
Dr JB de Boer 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Voor Cock 
 

Voor mijn ouders 
Ter nagedachtenis aan mijn moeder 



 

 




