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Theoretical apporach and database

• Migratoriness of the World Cup and national football teams

✓Volume and Diversity
✓ ‘Histories of Migration’
✓Citizenship regimes 

o Birthright principles: Ius Soli and Ius Sanguinis

o After birth through naturalisation: Ius Domicilii and Ius Matrimonii

• Dataset
✓15 national teams, participated at least 10x
✓4.671 footballers; 300 foreign-born players

Migration Histories National Teams

Nation of immigrants United States

Countries of immigrants Belgium, England, France, Germany, 
the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland

Latecomers to immigration Italy, Spain, South Korea

Former countries of immigration Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Uruguay

Sources: Czaika & de Haas, 2014; Jansen & Engbersen, 2017; Hollifield, Martin, & Orrenius, 2014; Holmes & Storey, 2011; Jansen, Oonk, & Engbersen, 2018
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Editions of the FIFA World Cup

PERCENTAGE FOREIGN-BORN FOOTBALLERS IN THE SELECTED 15 NATIONAL TEAMS 
THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD CUP, C. 1930-2018

New Phenomenon? 



Volume Foreign-born Players per Migration History

 

Table 2: Numbers of foreign-born footballers per selected national team at the FIFA World Cup (1930-2108)  

National football team  
# Selected 
footballers 

# Foreign-born 
footballers 

% Foreign-born 
footballers 

Nations of Immigrants       

United States of America 212 48 22,64% 

Countries of Immigration       

Belgium 283 10 3,53% 

England 335 11       3,28% *1 

France 329 62 18,84% 

Germany  423 55       13,00% *2 

The Netherlands 223 16 7,17% 

Sweden 267 2 0,75% 

Switzerland 246 35 14,23% 

Latecomers to Immigration       

Italy 400 20 5,00% 

Spain 335 15 4,48% 

South Korea 223 7 3,14% 

Former Countries of Immigration       

Argentina 377 5 1,33% 

Brazil 465 0 0,00% 

Mexico 353 9 2,55% 

Uruguay 290 6 2,07% 

*1 England’s percentage of foreign-born footballers is rather low, when compared with France, which 

partly derives from differences in citizenship regimes.   

*2 In the case of foreign-born footballers in the national team of Germany, the Federal Republic of 

Germany (West-Germany) is taken as its forerunner. Players born in East-Germany were taken as foreign-

born which, partly, explain Germany’s high percentage of foreign-born footballers.  

Source: Authors’ calculations, 2018  



Immigration Diversity



Conclusions

• The World Cup has become more migratory

✓Nothing new
✓ Increase in volume and diversity 
✓From an immigration perspective 

HOWEVER, the intensification of the volume and diversity of foreign-born 
footballers mainly seems to be heightened reflections of trends in international 

migration 

• Selecting foreign-born footballers seems closely related to countries’ 

migration histories 
✓Citizenship regimes
✓National policies on immigration

✓Established migration networks



NOS, 17 November 2014 

Selfie posted on Instagram by Leroy Fer (Surinamese roots) with some fellow Dutch players, with public comments
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