
 

Building a TB-free World
THE PROBLEM

Priority 3	

Develop new  
diagnostics,  
therapies &  
vaccines

PRIORITIES IN SOLVING THE PROBLEM

Priority 1

Provide  
patient-centered  
services to all 
seeking TB care

Priority 2

Reach high-risk  
people with  
screening & 
prevention  
programs

Priority 4	

Invest the funds 
necessary to  
end TB

Priority 5	

Hold countries  
& stakeholders  
accountable for  
making progress  
to end TB

SOLUTIONS
Scale up proven  
strategies 
•	 Ensure TB programs are 

person-centered
•	 Reach those at high risk 
•	 Prioritize improvements 

in private sector
•	 Provide universal access 

to drugs & diagnostics 
for all forms of TB

Generate sustainable 
financing
•	 Double global  

investments
•	 Increase domestic  

commitments
•	 Share responsibility to 

close gaps & catalyze 
efforts

Create an enabling  
environment
•	 Commit to multisectoral 

actions
•	 Listen to survivors &  

advocates
•	 Ensure Universal Health  

Coverage
 

Invest to accelerate  
development of  
new tools
•	 Smart technologies &  

innovative programs
•	 Shorter, safer treatments
•	 Affordable point-of-care 

diagnostics
•	 Game-changing vaccine

Committing to these  
solutions, while keeping  
these priorities in focus,  
can lead to a TB-free world.

TB-free 
World

ROI:  
For every $ invested  
in intervention, up  
to $56 are returned

TB is a global  
health security 
threat extending  
far beyond high- 
burden countries

TB: #1 infectious  
disease killer over  
the last 200 years  

65% of mortality occurs in 
10 high-burden countries

We are failing to  
identify 4 out of 10  
people with TB

And >1.6 million  
TB deaths in 2017

>1 billion  
TB deaths  

Smallpox
Malaria
Plague
Influenza
Cholera  
HIV/AIDS

Bangladesh
DR Congo
India
Indonesia
Kenya

Mozambique
Nigeria 
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South Africa
Tanzania
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Note: First graphic is based on Paulson T. Epidemiology:  
A mortal foe. Nature 2013; 502(7470): S2-3.

These materials were produced by the Institute for Global 
Health Sciences at University of California, San Francisco.  
The original report “Building a tuberculosis-free world:  
The Lancet Commission on tuberculosis” was published in  
The Lancet on March 20, 2019 and is available online at  
www.thelancet.com/commissions/tuberculosis-free-world.


