
lable at ScienceDirect

The Breast 51 (2020) 105e113
Contents lists avai
The Breast

journal homepage: www.elsevier .com/brst
Original article
Risk communication in a patient decision aid for radiotherapy in
breast cancer: How to deal with uncertainty?

D.B. Raphael a, b, c, N.S. Russell c, J.M. Immink d, e, P.G. Westhoff f, M.C. Stenfert Kroese g,
M.R. Stam h, L.M. van Maurik i, H.J.G.D. van den Bongard j, J.H. Maduro k, M.G.A. Sattler l,
T. van der Weijden b, L.J. Boersma a, *

a Department of Radiation Oncology (Maastro), GROW School for Oncology and Developmental Biology, Maastricht University Medical Centreþ, Maastricht,
the Netherlands
b Department of Family Medicine, CAPHRI School for Public Health and Primary Care, Maastricht University, Maastricht, the Netherlands
c Department of Radiation Oncology, Netherlands Cancer Institute, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, Amsterdam, the Netherlands
d Department of Radiation Oncology, Reinier de Graaf Hospital, Delft, the Netherlands
e Department of Radiation Oncology, Leiden University Medical Center, Leiden, the Netherlands
f Department of Radiation Oncology, Radboud University Medical Center, Nijmegen, the Netherlands
g Radiotherapy Group, Deventer, the Netherlands
h Radiotherapy Group, Arnhem, the Netherlands
i Department of Radiation Oncology, Amsterdam University Medical Centers, the Netherlands
j Department of Radiation Oncology, University Medical Center, Utrecht, the Netherlands
k Department of Radiation Oncology, University of Groningen, University Medical Center Groningen, Groningen, the Netherlands
l Department of Radiation Oncology, Erasmus MC Cancer Institute, Rotterdam, the Netherlands
a r t i c l e i n f o

Article history:
Received 6 February 2020
Received in revised form
13 March 2020
Accepted 1 April 2020
Available online 6 April 2020

Keywords:
Radiotherapy
Decision aid
Risk communication
Numerical uncertainty
Abbreviations: SDM, shared decision making; HP, h
LRR, local recurrence risk.
* Corresponding author. Maastro, Dr. Tanslaan 12, 6

E-mail addresses: d.raphael@nki.nl (D.B. Raphael),
StenfertKroese@radiotherapiegroep.nl (M.C. Stenfert
vandenbongard@amsterdamumc.nl (H.J.G.D. van de
maastrichtuniversity.nl (T. van der Weijden), liesbeth

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.breast.2020.04.001
0960-9776/© 2020 The Author(s). Published by Elsevie
).
a b s t r a c t

Background and aim: Patient decision aids for oncological treatment options, provide information on the
effect on recurrence rates and/or survival benefit, and on side-effects and/or burden of different treat-
ment options. However, often uncertainty exists around the probability estimates for recurrence/survival
and side-effects which is too relevant to be ignored. Evidence is lacking on the best way to communicate
these uncertainties. The aim of this study is to develop a method to incorporate uncertainties in a patient
decision aid for breast cancer patients to support their decision on radiotherapy.
Methods: Firstly, qualitative interviews were held with patients and health care professionals. Secondly,
in the development phase, thinking aloud sessions were organized with four patients and 12 health care
professionals, individual and group-wise.
Results: Consensus was reached on a pictograph illustrating the whole range of uncertainty for local
recurrence risks, in combination with textual explanation that a more exact personalized risk would be
given by their own physician. The pictograph consisted of 100 female icons in a 10 x 10 array. Icons with a
stepwise gradient color indicated the uncertainty margin. The prevalence and severity of possible side-
effects were explained using verbal labels.
Conclusions: We developed a novel way of visualizing uncertainties in recurrence rates in a patient
decision aid. The effect of this way of communicating risk uncertainty is currently being tested in the
BRASA study (NCT03375801).
© 2020 The Author(s). Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND

license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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1. Introduction

In health care, the best treatment for the individual patient is a
tradeoff between the medical advantages and disadvantages of
different treatment options and the personal values and prefer-
ences of the patient. This tradeoff is most relevant in preference-
sensitive decisions: treatment decisions where no best treatment
exists [1e3].

Some breast cancer patients, e.g. with an intermediate risk local
recurrence risk (LRR), face such a preference-sensitive decision
when deciding on adjuvant radiotherapy. The benefits of radio-
therapy consist of a decrease in the risk of recurrence and some-
times a small survival benefit [4e9]. The disadvantages are possible
side-effects and treatment burden. In many cases however, the
exact recurrence risks are unknown. This is amongst other reasons
due to literature based on outdated trials; breast cancer clinical
trials having a long follow-up whilst new treatment options
develop fast. Another reason is that clinical trials use strictly defined
patient categories and patients do not always fit in the trial popu-
lation [7]. Therefore, estimated recurrence risks are surrounded by
an uncertainty margin. Some guidelines reflect this uncertainty,
advocating shared decision making with the patient [5].

There are two levels of uncertainty. First-order/aleatory uncer-
tainty, is the uncertainty of an event taking place in the future. The
risk estimate is known on group level, but it is difficult to predict
whether it will happen yes or no in the individual patient. Second-
order/epistemic uncertainty, is the uncertainty around the risk
estimates [10]. There is even uncertainty on the risk estimate on
group level. Little is known on the best way to communicate risks
and uncertainties to patients [11,12]. Risks and aleatory uncertainty
are hard to understand for patients [13]. Communicating epistemic
uncertainty is even a bigger challenge. Therefore, if clinicians
communicate risks to patients, point estimates are commonly used.
From ethical and medical-legal considerations, it can be argued
though that patients should be fully informed on their treatment
options including the uncertainty around these point estimates
[14,15].

There is also epistemic uncertainty around the prevalence and
severity of the side-effects of radiotherapy for breast cancer pa-
tients. First, the available literature mentioning prevalence and
severity of side-effects is inconsistent, partly due to the use of
different scoring systems to record side-effects [16]. Consequently,
literature gives a wide range of prevalence and severity estimates
[17,18]. Second, long-term side effects occur months to many years
after irradiation, such that not all side-effects may be captured by
registries and that by the time late side-effects occur, new treat-
ments have become the standard [19]. Third, patient and treatment
characteristics influence the risk of developing certain side-effects,
making it harder to translate general risk estimates to specific es-
timates for individual patients [20].

A patient decision aid (PtDA) may be used to support the deci-
sion process and communication of risks and uncertainty [21].
PtDAs are tools that provide evidence based information on the
advantages and disadvantages of different treatment options, make
clear that they can decide between these options, and help patients
to clarify which attributes are most important to them when
making a medical decision [21]. However, there is no clear guide-
line on how uncertainty should be communicated in a PtDA.
Therefore, there is large heterogeneity in how this is done [22]. In a
review by Bansback et al. [23] only half of the tools described
epistemic uncertainty. If epistemic uncertainty was mentioned it
was mostly referred to in a qualitative way (large, small etc.).
Although it might seem that these qualitative labels are better-
understood compared to quantitative risks [24], it is known that
patients interpret qualitative labels in very different ways. For
example Freeman describes that the term “common” in an infor-
mation leaflet is used for a side-effect occurring in 1e10% of cases,
while doctors interpret common as something occurring in 25% of
cases and patients in 50% of cases [15].

Although several PtDAs have been developed for early stage
breast cancer patients, deciding on different treatment options, to
our knowledge there are only two PtDAs for breast cancer patients
deciding on radiotherapy [25]. Both have been developed in Canada
for patients deciding on radiotherapy after lumpectomy and do not
include information on uncertainty around the point estimates or
side-effects [26,27]. Therefore, the primary objective of this study
was first to assess opinions and attitudes of breast cancer patients
and professionals on if, and how, to communicate uncertainties in
recurrence rates, survival, and side-effects. The second objective
was to incorporate this knowledge in a PtDA for breast cancer pa-
tients to support their decision on radiotherapy.

2. Methods

For the content of the PtDA we followed the guidelines of the
International Patient Decision Aid Standards (IPDAS) [28,29]. From
the start, it was clear that the PtDA had to bemade for four different
pathways:

1) Patients with low risk ductal carcinoma in situ (DCIS) after
breast conserving surgery deciding on (partial) breast radio-
therapy or no radiotherapy.

2) Patients with low risk invasive ductal carcinoma after breast
conserving surgery deciding on (partial) breast radiotherapy or
no radiotherapy.

3) Patients with intermediate risk breast cancer after mastectomy
deciding on thoracic wall radiotherapy or no radiotherapy.

4) Patients with intermediate risk breast cancer after breast
conserving surgery deciding on whole breast radiotherapy with
or without an additional boost dose to the tumor bed.
2.1. Phase one: qualitative interviews

A qualitative study was conducted to explore the patients and
health care professionals (HPs) views on important attributes for
shared decision making for breast cancer patients deciding on
radiotherapy [30]. For this paper, we only report the data on the
communication of uncertainties. Data on other attributes and
preferences are published elsewhere [31].

2.2. Phase two: alpha testing the risk communication part of the
PtDA

With information derived from the interviews, the research
team developed a draft version of the risk communication part of
the PtDA. The PtDA was developed with input from both patients
and HPs in different rounds (Fig. 1).

2.2.1. Patient advocates recruitment
Patient advocates were recruited through the national breast

cancer association, the patient advisory group of the national breast
cancer research group and through the patient advisory board of
Maastro, one of the participating hospitals.

2.2.2. Health care professionals’ recruitment
Radiation oncologists, surgeons, radiotherapy physician assis-

tants and trial managers, all specialized in breast cancer, from 15
radiotherapy centers in the Netherlands were invited through
personal contacts.
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2.2.3. Development rounds
The draft version contained a PowerPoint presentation with a

schematic concept of the PtDA accompanied by a Word document
for patient advocates feedback. In round 1, the feedback was used to
make a first online PtDA version. In round 2, a live group meeting
with HPs and patent advocates was organized to discuss this online
version. The content and layout of the PtDA was discussed until
consensus was reached in the most important topics. In round 3,
thinking aloud sessions [32] were organized with new drafts of the
PtDA: Patient advocates reviewed the PtDAwhile speaking out loud
what they thought and understood. With this feedback a pre-final
Fig. 1. Overview of the developme
version was developed. Round 4 consisted of a second live group
meeting with HPs and patients. Here the pre-final version of the
PtDA was discussed until consensus was reached, on a version that
was created for testing in the field.
3. Results

3.1. Phase one: qualitative interviews

Most patients and HPs agreed that recurrence risks, survival
data and side-effects in the PtDA should be communicated. While
nt of the Patient decision aid.
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patients were only aware of aleatory uncertainty for recurrence
risks, HPs also worried on how to communicate epistemic uncer-
tainty. While patients did not express a specific preference for risk
format, HPs agreed on communicating risks in a visual way. The
treatment burden was not mentioned as an important attribute to
decide on radiotherapy or not. The most relevant side-effects to
both patients and HPs were extracted from the interviews [31].

3.2. Phase two: alpha testing the risk communication part of the
PtDA

LRR and breast cancer specific survival (BCSS) were illustrated
by a pictograph, combined with textual explanation of the LRR/
BCSS: x out of 100 women will have a local recurrence in 10 years
(Fig. 2) and x out of 100 women will die from breast cancer in 10
years. No uncertainty was communicated.

Side-effects were divided in short term (red and sensitive skin,
edema, tiredness, and pain of the breast) and long-term side-effects
(fibrosis and change in breast shape, edema, (dark) skin dis-
colouration, pain, rib complications, heart problems and lung
problems). Due to lack of relevant data, no quantification on
probability could be given other than that side-effects could occur.

In round 1 patients understood the risks communicated on the
pictographs. The data on BCCS were experienced as confronting,
although patients thought that it was important to communicate.

The online version of the PtDA was developed together with an
e-learning company (EyeSpirations, Amersfoort, The Netherlands)
(Fig. 3).

During the live group meeting in round 2, with both patients
Fig. 2. Pictograph in first draft version of the PtDA: Local recurrence risk for lo
and HPs there was agreement on the 10-year time frame for LRR.
For pathway 2 consensus was reached on point estimates. A debate
emerged on the LRR estimates of the other three pathways. It was
argued that no estimates could be given since the LRR depend on
individual patient, tumor and treatment characteristics but vali-
dated nomograms are lacking. The relative risk reduction is inde-
pendent of individual characteristics. Therefore, there was
consensus on mentioning both the absolute and the relative
reduction in recurrence risk in combination with a pictograph. The
absolute recurrence risk wasmentioned as a range in risk reduction
with an explanation that the patient’s clinician would personalise
the patient’s LRR. Two options were suggested for the pictographs.
The first option was to use fading colours in the 10 � 10 pictograph
to indicate a given risk with its uncertainty margin. The second
option was to show two different pictographs, one with the
smallest estimated recurrence risk, and another with the highest
estimated recurrence risk. Another debate emerged on how to
communicate survival risks. It was argued that BCSS is not prefer-
able the patient is mainly interested in overall survival expectancy.
Overall survival however, is impossible to generate for the whole
group since it also depends on patient characteristics, such as age,
and co-morbidity, In Pathway 1, 2 and 4 no gain in survival is ex-
pected from radiotherapy, therefore, it was decided to mention this
fact in words without putting an overall quantitative figure on it.
For the intermediate risk breast cancer after mastectomy (pathway
3) there is assumed to be a small in survival benefit (i.e. <2e3%),
which was described in this way in the PtDA.

Consensus on the information on the side-effects was reached
by adding only qualitative labels to indicate an estimation of the
w risk breast cancer after breast conserving surgery without radiotherapy.



Fig. 3. Study-logo adapted pictographs with local recurrence risk with and without radiotherapy, in the first online version: Local recurrence risk for low risk breast cancer after
breast conserving surgery with and without radiotherapy.
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prevalence and severity of the possible side-effects. There was
agreement that no estimates on frequency or severity of the ex-
pected side effects could be given, since there is a large variation in
experienced side effects between patients and there is no adequate
data available to predict this outcome for the individual pati€ent. For
the late side effects, distinction was made between common
(fibrosis and change in breast shape, edema and pain) and rare
side-effects ((dark) skin discolouration, rib complications, heart
problems and lung problems). Severity of the side-effects was
Fig. 4. Pictograph without uncertainty range before round 3: 10 years local recurrence risk fo
with the BRASA logo pictographs replaced.
qualified as varying between patients between almost no discom-
fort to very annoying. Smoking was added as an important risk
factor for heart problems and secondary lung cancer after breast
irradiation. Also, more information was added to the consequences
of the different side-effects.

For the thinking aloud sessions in round 3, new pictorial charts
were made. For pathway 2, pictographs with point estimates were
made (Fig. 4). For the other three pathways, there was a preference
for the pictographs with fading colours, ultimately a choice was
r low risk breast cancer after breast conserving surgery with and without radiotherapy,
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made for orange and purple icons. The textual explanation was
placed on the virtual back of the pictographs. They were visualized
when patients clicked on the pictographs (Fig. 5a and b). It was
proposed to add more possible treatment options for the side-
Fig. 5. a Turning pictograph with fading colours: 10 years Local recurrence risk intermed
pictograph with textual explanation on the back: 10 years Local recurrence risk intermedia
effects to the PtDA, such as physiotherapy.
In the second live meeting in round 4, the fading colouring

indicating the uncertainty margin of the female icons was found to
be unclear since the contrast was lost because of the fading scheme.
iate risk breast cancer after mastectomy with and without radiotherapy.5b Turning
te risk breast cancer after mastectomy with and without radiotherapy.



D.B. Raphael et al. / The Breast 51 (2020) 105e113 111
It was proposed to adjust the fading colouring into changing the
color of the icons step by step from orange to purple (Fig. 6), leading
to the final version of the pictograph for the PtDA.
4. Discussion

In the development of a PtDA for breast cancer patients deciding
on adjuvant radiotherapy, we created a way to communicate
epistemic uncertainties when estimating LRR. Consensus was
reached between HPs and patients on a pictograph illustrating the
whole range of uncertainty, in combination with textual explana-
tion and information that their own physician would estimate a
more exact risk for the individual patient. The final pictograph
consisted of 100 female icons in a 10 x 10 array. The female icons
indicating the uncertainty margin of the LRRwere displayed as step
by step decolouring icons, from orange to purple (Fig. 6). The absent
or small gain in survival benefit of radiotherapy was communicated
by words without a quantitative number. Due to lack of reliable
evidence, the prevalence and severity of the possible side-effects
was only expressed in qualitative labels.

We used pictographs, they are known to improve patients un-
derstanding in risk communication [15,33e36]. Textual risk
communication is better understood in combination with visual
support [13]. The guideline on risk communication for PtDAs,
developed by the IPDAS collaboration, advises to use natural fre-
quencies and clear denominators over time and to be consistent,
using the same denominator in all examples [34]. The first online
version of the decision aid was therefore consistent with the known
literature.

In three of the four pathways, no consensus was reached on an
absolute value of a point-estimate for the LRR. Consequently, we
had to develop a way of communicating the epistemic uncertainty.
Although some effort has been put in researching how to
communicate aleatory uncertainty, less research has been done on
how to communicate epistemic uncertainty [22,23,34,37,38].
Fig. 6. Pictograph with uncertainty margins, final version of PtDA: 10 years Local recur
radiotherapy.
Communicating epistemic uncertainty may lead to more cancer
worries and may reduce trust, although available literature is
inconsistent to this point [37,39]. Communicating epistemic un-
certainty in a way that will not cause a negative impact therefore
seems important. We are not aware of other examples of PtDAs
communicating epistemic uncertainty in a visual way. In our study
consensus was reached on two-tone icons, showing the whole
width of epistemic uncertainty in combination with textual
explanation, and with the explanation that their own physician
would inform them further. Whether this is an effective method of
communicating epistemic uncertainty in a PtDA needs further
investigation in a clinical setting. At this moment, this way of
communicating epistemic uncertainty is being used in a pre-and
post-intervention study, the BRASA-study (clinical.trials.gov:
NCT03375801). In this study, we ask patients to fill out question-
naires to test their knowledge on their disease, to evaluate the
PtDA, and the process of shared decision-making.

As discussed earlier, qualitative risk labels are well understood
by patients but have the disadvantage of being interpreted in
different ways [15]. No clear data are available on the prevalence
and severity of side-effects of current radiotherapy for breast can-
cer patients. There is difference in the definition endpoint of side-
effects and different studies use different parameters to measure
the same outcome. For example to measure change in shape due to
fibrosis as a consequence of radiotherapy, cosmetic outcome has
been evaluated in several trials. Some studies use patient reported
outcome measures while others use scoring systems scored by
physicians or even computer systems evaluating photographs
[16,40]. Low agreement has been found between these different
methods [41,42]. Consequently, we could not include reliable esti-
mates for side-effects in the PtDA, not even using uncertainty
margins. Although we were aware of the shortcoming of commu-
nicating risks by qualitative labels, we felt we had no other option
and consensus was reached on using qualitative labels when
communicating both the frequency as well as the severity of the
rence risk for intermediate risk breast cancer after mastectomy with and without
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possible side-effects. Further research is needed to overcome this
problem. With modern radiotherapy techniques radiotherapy dose
to the heart and lungs have been reduced, reducing long-term side
heart disease and lung cancer. For patients who smoke these risks
are substantially higher than for non-smokers [20]. Since in this
smoker-group the disadvantages might therefore outweigh the
advantages, this was mentioned separately.

Strengths and limitations: we were only able to include four
patient advocates in the development team who were mostly
highly educated. Patient advocates are trained patients [43] and
from literature we know that both patients and HPs involved in the
development of a PtDA have a learning curve. Patient advocates are
in a different situation, than patients looking at the PtDA for the
first time when making a decision on their treatment [44]. Despite
this shortcoming, the patient advocates took an active part in the
development team.

Conclusion: We incorporated pictographs with stepwise
gradient color icons indicating the uncertainty margin in combi-
nation with text, to communicate epistemic uncertainty in a PtDA
breast cancer patients deciding on radiotherapy. The prevalence
and severity of possible side-effects were communicated by qual-
itative labels. Currently the PtDA is being tested in a multi-center,
pre-and post-implementation study in the Netherlands, the
BRASA study.

Ethical approval

The studywas approved by the Institutional Review Board of the
Netherlands Cancer Institute andMaastro-clinic and was registered
at clinical.trials.gov (NCT02934126).

Funding

This work was supported by Alpe d’Huzes KWF, Netherlands
[grant number MAC2014-7024]. The funding agreement ensured
the authors’ independence in designing the study, interpreting the
data, writing, and publishing the report.

Declaration of competing interest

All authors declare to have no conflict of interest.

Acknowledgments

This study is funded by the Dutch Cancer Society, Nethterlands,
Alpe d’HuZes (grant number MAC2014-7024). We would like to
thank Paul Alders (EyeSpirations, Amersfoort, The Netherlands) for
his work in the development of the online version of the PtDA and
the pictographs.We further would like to thankMaaike Schuurman
and the patient advocates from the national breast cancer associ-
ation, Ineke Schutte-Hoogstraten from the patient advisory group
of the national breast cancer research group and the patient
advocate from the advisory board of Maastro for their input and
feedback.

References

[1] O’Connor AM, Legare F, Stacey D. Risk communication in practice: the
contribution of decision aids. BMJ 2003;327(7417):736e40.

[2] Coulter A, Collins A. Making shared decision-making a reality: no decision
about me, without me. King’s Fund; 2011.

[3] Mulley AG, Trimble C, Elwyn G. Stop the silent misdiagnosis: patients’ pref-
erences matter. BMJ 2012;345:e6572.

[4] Bagenal J, Roche N, Ross G, Kirby A, Dodwell D. Should patients with ductal
carcinoma in situ be treated with adjuvant whole breast radiotherapy after
breast conservation surgery? BMJ 2018;361:k1410.

[5] Recht A, Comen EA, Fine RE, Fleming GF, Hardenbergh PH, Ho AY, et al.
Postmastectomy radiotherapy: an American society of clinical oncology,
American society for radiation oncology, and society of surgical oncology
focused guideline update. Pract Radiat Oncol 2016;6(6):e219e34.

[6] Darby S, McGale P, Correa C, Taylor C, Arriagada R, Clarke M, et al. Effect of
radiotherapy after breast-conserving surgery on 10-year recurrence and 15-
year breast cancer death: meta-analysis of individual patient data for
10,801 women in 17 randomised trials. Lancet 2011;378(9804):1707e16.

[7] Poortmans PMP, Arenas M, Livi L. Over-irradiation. Breast 2017;31:295e302.
[8] Speers C, Pierce LJ. Postoperative radiotherapy after breast-conserving surgery

for early-stage breast cancer: a review. JAMA oncology 2016;2(8):1075e82.
[9] Bartelink H, Maingon P, Poortmans P, Weltens C, Fourquet A, Jager J, et al.

Whole-breast irradiation with or without a boost for patients treated with
breast-conserving surgery for early breast cancer: 20-year follow-up of a
randomised phase 3 trial. Lancet Oncol 2015;16(1):47e56.

[10] Han PK, Klein WM, Arora NK. Varieties of uncertainty in health care: a con-
ceptual taxonomy. Med Decis Making : an international journal of the Society
for Medical Decision Making 2011;31(6):828e38.

[11] Harrison M, Rigby D, Vass C, Flynn T, Louviere J, Payne K. Risk as an attribute
in discrete choice experiments: a systematic review of the literature. The
patient 2014;7(2):151e70.

[12] Engelhardt EG, Pieterse AH, Han PK, van Duijn-Bakker N, Cluitmans F,
Maartense E, et al. Disclosing the uncertainty associated with prognostic es-
timates in breast cancer. Med Decis Making : an international journal of the
Society for Medical Decision Making 2017;37(3):179e92.

[13] Klein KA, Watson L, Ash JS, Eden KB. Evaluation of risk communication in a
mammography patient decision aid. Patient Educ Counsel 2016;99(7):
1240e8.

[14] Lipkus IM, Klein WM, Rimer BK. Communicating breast cancer risks to women
using different formats. Cancer epidemiology, biomarkers & prevention : a
publication of the American Association for Cancer Research, cosponsored by
the. American Society of Preventive Oncology 2001;10(8):895e8.

[15] Freeman ALJ. How to communicate evidence to patients. Drug Therapeut Bull
2019;57(8):119e24.

[16] Brouwers PJ, van Werkhoven E, Bartelink H, Fourquet A, Lemanski C, van
Loon J, et al. Factors associated with patient-reported cosmetic outcome in the
young boost breast trial. Radiother Oncol : journal of the European Society for
Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology 2016 Jul;120(1):107e13. https://doi.org/
10.1016/j.radonc.2016.04.017.

[17] Meattini I, Guenzi M, Fozza A, Vidali C, Rovea P, Meacci F, et al. Overview on
cardiac, pulmonary and cutaneous toxicity in patients treated with adjuvant
radiotherapy for breast cancer. Breast Canc 2017;24(1):52e62.

[18] Jassem J. Post-mastectomy radiation therapy after breast reconstruction: in-
dications, timing and results. Breast 2017;34(Suppl 1). S95-s8.

[19] Bartelink H. The changing landscape in radiotherapy for breast cancer: lessons
from long term follow-up in some European breast cancer trials. Radiotherapy
and oncology. journal of the European Society for Therapeutic Radiology and
Oncology 2016;121(3):348e56.

[20] Taylor C, Correa C, Duane FK, Aznar MC, Anderson SJ, Bergh J, et al. Estimating
the risks of breast cancer radiotherapy: evidence from modern radiation
doses to the lungs and heart and from previous randomized trials. J Clin Oncol
: official journal of the American Society of Clinical Oncology 2017;35(15):
1641e9.

[21] Stacey D, Legare F, Lewis K, Barry MJ, Bennett CL, Eden KB, et al. Decision aids
for people facing health treatment or screening decisions. Cochrane Database
Syst Rev 2017;4:Cd001431.

[22] Harrison M, Han PKJ, Rabin B, Bell M, Kay H, Spooner L, et al. Communicating
uncertainty in cancer prognosis: a review of web-based prognostic tools.
Patient Educ Counsel 2019;102(5):842e9.

[23] Bansback N, Bell M, Spooner L, Pompeo A, Han PKJ, Harrison M. Communi-
cating uncertainty in benefits and harms: a review of patient decision support
interventions. The patient 2017;10(3):311e9.

[24] Bansback N, Harrison M, Marra C. Does introducing imprecision around
probabilities for benefit and harm influence the way people value treatments?
Med Decis Making : an international journal of the Society for Medical De-
cision Making 2016;36(4):490e502.

[25] Nicholas Z, Butow P, Tesson S, Boyle F. A systematic review of decision aids for
patients making a decision about treatment for early breast cancer. Breast
2016;26:31e45.

[26] Wong J, D’Alimonte L, Angus J, Paszat L, Metcalfe K, Whelan T, et al. Devel-
opment of patients’ decision aid for older women with stage I breast cancer
considering radiotherapy after lumpectomy. Int J Radiat Oncol Biol Phys
2012;84(1):30e8.

[27] Whelan T, Levine M, Gafni A, Lukka H, Mohide E, Patel M, et al. Breast irra-
diation postlumpectomy: development and evaluation of a decision instru-
ment. J Clin Oncol 1995;13(4):847e53.

[28] Elwyn G, O’Connor A, Stacey D, Volk R, Edwards A, Coulter A, et al. Developing
a quality criteria framework for patient decision aids: online international
Delphi consensus process. BMJ 2006;333(7565):417.

[29] Joseph-Williams N, Newcombe R, Politi M, Durand MA, Sivell S, Stacey D, et al.
Toward minimum standards for certifying patient decision aids: a modified
delphi consensus process. Med Decis Making : an international journal of the
Society for Medical Decision Making 2014;34(6):699e710.

[30] Coulter A, Stilwell D, Kryworuchko J, Mullen PD, Ng CJ, van der Weijden T.
A systematic development process for patient decision aids. BMC Med Inf
Decis Making 2013;13(Suppl 2):S2.

http://clinical.trials.gov
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref15
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.radonc.2016.04.017
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.radonc.2016.04.017
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref30


D.B. Raphael et al. / The Breast 51 (2020) 105e113 113
[31] Raphael DB, Ter Stege JA, Russell NS, Boersma LJ, van der Weijden T. What do
patients and health care professionals view as important attributes in radio-
therapy decisions? Input for a breast cancer patient decision aid. Breast
2020;49:149e56.

[32] Fonteyn ME, Kuipers B, Grobe SJJQhr. A description of think aloud method and
protocol analysis 1993;3(4):430e41.

[33] Kasper J, van de Roemer A, Pottgen J, Rahn A, Backhus I, Bay Y, et al. A new
graphical format to communicate treatment effects to patients-A web-based
randomized controlled trial. Health Expect : an international journal of public
participation in health care and health policy 2017;20(4):797e804.

[34] Trevena LJ, Zikmund-Fisher BJ, Edwards A, Gaissmaier W, Galesic M, Han PK,
et al. Presenting quantitative information about decision outcomes: a risk
communication primer for patient decision aid developers. BMC Med Inf Decis
Making 2013;13(Suppl 2):S7.

[35] Zikmund-Fisher BJ, Ubel PA, Smith DM, Derry HA, McClure JB, Stark A, et al.
Communicating side effect risks in a tamoxifen prophylaxis decision aid: the
debiasing influence of pictographs. Patient Educ Counsel 2008;73(2):209e14.

[36] Franklin L, Plaisant C, Shneiderman B. An information-centric framework for
designing patient-centered medical decision aids and risk communication.
AMIA Annual Symposium proceedings AMIA Symposium 2013;2013:456e65.

[37] Han PKJ, Babrow A, Hillen MA, Gulbrandsen P, Smets EM, Ofstad EH. Uncer-
tainty in health care: towards a more systematic program of research. Patient
Educ Counsel 2019.
[38] Fagerlin A, Zikmund-Fisher BJ, Ubel PA. Helping patients decide: ten steps to
better risk communication. J Natl Cancer Inst 2011;103(19):1436e43.

[39] Han PK, Klein WM, Killam B, Lehman T, Massett H, Freedman AN. Repre-
senting randomness in the communication of individualized cancer risk es-
timates: effects on cancer risk perceptions, worry, and subjective uncertainty
about risk. Patient Educ Counsel 2012;86(1):106e13.

[40] Haviland JS, Hopwood P, Mills J, SydenhamM, Bliss JM, Yarnold JR. Do patient-
reported outcome measures agree with clinical and photographic assess-
ments of normal tissue effects after breast radiotherapy? The experience of
the standardisation of breast radiotherapy (START) trials in early breast can-
cer. Clin Oncol 2016;28(6):345e53.

[41] Elwyn G, Frosch D, Thomson R, Joseph-Williams N, Lloyd A, Kinnersley P, et al.
Shared decision making: a model for clinical practice. J Gen Intern Med
2012;27(10):1361e7.

[42] Brouwers PJ, van Werkhoven E, Bartelink H, Fourquet A, Lemanski C, van
Loon J, et al. Factors associated with patient-reported cosmetic outcome in the
young boost breast trial. Radiother Oncol : journal of the European Society for
Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology 2016;120(1):107e13.

[43] 05-08-2019]. Available from: https://borstkanker.nl/nl/patient-advocates.
[44] Hoddinott P, Pollock A, O’Cathain A, Boyer I, Taylor J, MacDonald C, et al. How

to incorporate patient and public perspectives into the design and conduct of
research. F1000Research. 2018;7:752.

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref32
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref32
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref32
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref33
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref33
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref33
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref33
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref33
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref34
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref34
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref34
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref34
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref35
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref35
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref35
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref35
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref36
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref36
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref36
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref36
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref37
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref37
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref37
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref38
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref38
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref38
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref40
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref40
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref40
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref40
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref40
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref40
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref41
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref41
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref41
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref41
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref42
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref42
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref42
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref42
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref42
https://borstkanker.nl/nl/patient-advocates
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref44
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref44
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0960-9776(20)30088-6/sref44

	Risk communication in a patient decision aid for radiotherapy in breast cancer: How to deal with uncertainty?
	1. Introduction
	2. Methods
	2.1. Phase one: qualitative interviews
	2.2. Phase two: alpha testing the risk communication part of the PtDA
	2.2.1. Patient advocates recruitment
	2.2.2. Health care professionals’ recruitment
	2.2.3. Development rounds


	3. Results
	3.1. Phase one: qualitative interviews
	3.2. Phase two: alpha testing the risk communication part of the PtDA

	4. Discussion
	Ethical approval
	Funding
	Declaration of competing interest
	Acknowledgments
	References


