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Standing on this mountain’s summit, I am acutely aware of the fact that I would never have made 
it here without the trust, guidance and support of a number of extraordinary people. While I 
can never do justice to everyone who has encouraged, inspired or consoled me over the past four 
years, this section is an attempt at thanking you.

First and foremost, I want to thank my doctoral supervisors, Markus Haverland and Michal 
Onderco, for being such an excellent team of mountain guides. I greatly admire your unwavering 
availability for feedback, discussion and career advice. Even more so, I appreciate the confidence 
and faith you have shown early on in my ability to learn from my own mistakes and stumbles 
along the trail.

Markus, you have done most of the work in terms of teaching and encouraging me to think like 
a political scientist. I have always valued your drive and your focus on the substantive issues — it 
has always been the theoretical, methodological and empirical aspects of my and our work that 
mattered most. But I also want to thank you for showing me the (climbing) ropes with regard to 
the more practical matter of being a member of the scientific community. It is a shame that the 
coronavirus robbed us of our opportunity to finally attend a major conference together in Rome.

Michal, I am very grateful that you jumped on this expedition when we set off, despite the fact 
that our route was already largely planned out. It’s been equally helpful and fascinating to have 
you on board. It’s also been fun explaining to other people why a PhD project on EU economic 
governance needed an expert on nuclear weapons. I want to thank you for your useful (IR-)views, 
for allowing me to benefit from your seemingly bottomless network, for your incredibly quick 
email responses, and for the enjoyable escape from my PhD project offered by our sanctions 
project.

There are also a number of other people from the scientific community that have been crucial 
in supporting my ascent to this summit. They have, whether knowingly or unknowingly, often 
helped me overcome the inevitable onset of impostor syndrome as I ventured into the realms 
of European politics and (political) economics with nothing more than a public administration 
degree. At different stages of the PhD project, they have provided encouragement and guid-
ance, and left their footprints for me to follow. Although there are others, I particularly want to 
thank Amy Verdun, Christian Rauh, Daniele Caramani, Dermot Hodson, Eri Bertsou, Frans van 
Nispen and Gijs Jan Brandsma for taking on this role.

I greatly benefited from feedback from and discussions with colleagues at the department of 
Public Administration and Sociology, and specifically the European and Global Governance 
group. I also want to thank everyone at the WZB Berlin Global Governance unit for temporar-
ily adopting me as their colleague – this enlightening experience will not soon be forgotten. 
Moreover, I want to thank the European Commission, and DG ECFIN in particular, for allow-
ing me entry to their territory without hesitation. I specifically want to thank those officials at 
EU institutions and beyond who took part in this study. The 90-minute seminar on my PhD 
project that I was invited to facilitate at DG ECFIN in April 2019 was one of the highlights of 
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the past four years. Lastly, I want to thank the Nederlandse Organisatie voor Wetenschappelijk 
Onderzoek for funding the entirety of this expedition.

I’m also deeply grateful for a number of colleagues-turned-friends who, while often en route to 
their own summits, made my climb a thoroughly enjoyable experience. First and foremost, team 
T17-46: Alissa (my EHBO accomplice), Babs (my office soul mate), Rik (the other half of the 
unstoppable DPAS-EU-PhD team), Rowie (the enthusiastic initiator of most of the good discus-
sions in our block), Steven (my closest and yet furthest colleague), but also Daphne, Nadine, 
Shelena, Qiang, Weys, and Ziya. You, not work, were the reason that I spent nearly all working 
days at the office instead of at home. Beyond T17-46, I also want to thank Alette, Bob, Ellen, 
Ewald, Ilona, Iris, Gijs, Noortje, Rianne, Sanne, Willemijn, Vidar, Vivian and the rest of the 
DPAS (PhD) community for the countless lunches, walks, trips and coffee-machine chats. Jörg 
Haas and Martin Sacher also deserve a special mention, as both have been much appreciated 
accomplices in my endeavours to fathom the European Semester. Lastly, I want to thank Wil-
liam (and Kayla) for offering an office-away-from-the-office where we often sat wishing we had 
become biologists instead.

The support of my friends ‘back home’ has been as important as that of my fellow climbers. 
Such support came mostly in the form of much needed distraction, and the constant affirma-
tion that life is so much more than a series of struggles up hypothetical mountains. In many 
ways, I am grateful to the ‘Collegebffs+A+Pretlaan’-squad, the ‘welke-naam-heeft-de-groepsapp-
vandaag’-crew, the ‘n-brothers’-club and others for healthily not caring about my research or the 
politicisation of EU economic governance that much more than I care about their jobs. I want to 
thank Gil Sol (and the team) for keeping me fit and sane while I was on the way up here.

I also want to thank my parents, family and in-laws for their unconditional support, and not 
just that which was given over the past four years. Het was (en is soms nog steeds) een rare en 
onvoorspelbare reis, maar ik werd altijd ergens opgevangen als mijn tent van de berg gewaaid 
was. Daarvoor ben ik jullie allemaal dankbaar. Machiel – you used to look up to me when we 
were young. But now every time I reach a summit, I see you waving back at me from some higher 
ground somewhere. What’s going on?

Daphne, I’d need another dissertation to even begin to express how much you mean to me, 
and how much your support has helped me get to this point. In fact, I would never have set the 
first step towards this summit if it wasn’t for you. Luckily though, you’d consider this a waste of 
time. You’d rather see me close my laptop right away, forget about work, and give you and Mr. 
B. a hug – so that’s what I’ll do. I can’t wait for all the adventures life has in store for us. The next 
peak is calling.

Rhoon, August 2020
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