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the professionals working for the Beatrix sluice project who have taken the time to
show me what the daily practice of governing PPP-projects looks like. You have given
me a great opportunity to study the interaction between public and private partners
up close. Although my study of this project was not finished in time to include in this
dissertation, I hope it will inspire scholars and practitioners alike once it does get
published.
In the past years, some scholars have played an important role in my academic journey
so far. First, and may be to their own surprise, Thomas Schillemans and Kutsal Yesilkagit who were my teachers in the 2012-2013 master program at the Utrecht School
of Governance. Although I had no intention of becoming an academic, they urged
me to continue my studies, which eventually led to my enrolment in the research
master. There I learned that doing research was not as bad as I initially thought. I
would also like to thank the International Public-Private Partnership Scholar Network
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will not be the last time we work together. In 2017, I worked as a guest researcher at
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possible and hosting me during my research visit. It was a pleasure to work with a
kind and experienced scholar who was willing to make my stay a success. I also like
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PPP scholars in Copenhagen and Rotterdam. Lene, being an academic is not only hard
work. It can also be a lot of fun. And whenever you are around, we are having a lot of
fun together.
The interaction with my direct colleagues and fellow PhDs at the Department of
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even more so now we are confined to working from home. Dear Babs, Alissa, Rowie,
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personal style are all so different that we have never seen each other as competition.
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like quantitative analysis. I still like QCA better though. Fortunately, we share some
common research interests and I look forward to exploring new collaborations in
those areas. Ingmar, you are always supportive. Thank you for including me in some
of your recent research projects. I hope that – now my PhD is no longer dominating
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‘best colleague’ award of our graduate school. Although you did not actually win,
many colleagues agreed with me that you would have deserved that award anyway.
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research project.
Closer to home, I am blessed with some great friends and family. Most of you might
consider me slightly crazy for writing a dissertation and find the topic utterly boring.
Even for those of you who do have an interest in the topic, my research findings often
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lessons you have learned me are more important than the lessons that came with
writing this dissertation. In the past years, I have learned what it means to be a good
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Pap, in some respects we are a lot alike. One thing we have in common is our interest
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were more challenging than those of my teachers. This time, you will not be the one
asking tough questions. Instead, I know you will be proudly watching in the audience.
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