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1. The use of patient preferences in decision-making is limited, but gaining attention (This PhD thesis) 
 
2. Capturing or measuring preference heterogeneity is a challenging task for patient preference studies, but 

this would increase their usefulness in benefit-risk and health technology assessments (This PhD thesis).  
 
3. There is no ‘one-size-fits-all’ preference elicitation or exploration method (This PhD thesis).  
 
4. Qualitative preference exploration methods should not be underestimated in their ability to develop a 

foundational understanding of patient experiences and preferences (This PhD thesis).  
 
5. Some patient preference elicitation methods may appear complex in terms of design and analysis, but 

are simpler to understand and complete from the respondents’ perspective; and vis versa (This PhD 
thesis).  

 
6. “Interdisciplinary collaborations are important in the interests of integrating knowledge from diverse 

points of the scientific compass” (R Woolley, et. Al., 2015. ‘Research collaboration in the social 
sciences: What factors are associated with disciplinary and interdisciplinary collaboration?’ Science and 
Public Policy) and therefore health economists should collaborate more often with medical 
anthropologists. 

 
7. “We make our world significant by the courage of our questions and by the depth of our answers” (Carl 

Sagan, 1980, Cosmos).  
 

8. “In a very real way, inequality itself constitutes our modern plague” (Paul Farmer, 1999, Infections and 
Inequalities: The Modern Plagues). 

 
9. The healthcare practices in Neanderthals were “a caring social and cultural response to illness, injury 

and vulnerability…organized, knowledgeable and caring healthcare is not unique to our species but 
rather has a long evolutionary history” (P Spikins, ANL Tilley, G Hitchens, 2018. ‘Calculated or caring? 
Neanderthal healthcare in social context’ World Archaeology). 

 
10.  Planning a patient preference study involves “Hoping for the best, [being] prepared for the worst, and 

unsurprised by anything in between” (Maya Angelou, 1969, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings).  
 

11. “Immigrants - we get the job done” (Lin-Manuel Miranda, 2015, Hamilton: an American Musical).   
 


