Erwin van der Laan was born on February 18th, 1969, in Reeuwijk. After
completing ‘Gymnasium B’ at the Chr. Havo-Lyceum Gouda in 1987, he
studied econometrics at the Erasmus University Rotterdam. In 1993 he
received his MSc. after writing a thesis on inventory control for production
systems in a remanufacturing environment. At Erasmus he was given the
opportunity to continue the research on reverse logistics through a Ph.D.
project at the Faculty of Business Administration. This research, partly
in cooperation with Volkswagen Germany, has resulted in a number of
publications, which all have been presented at international conferences.

107



