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Correlational finding on Happiness and Wealth: relative to neighour countries
Subject code: N5.4

Study OVASK 2006

Reported in: Ovasaka, T; Takashima, R.
Economic Policy and the Level of Self-Perceived Well-Being: An International
Comparison.
Journal of Socio-Economics, 2006, Vol. 35, 308 - 325. ISSN 1053 5357 DOI:10,1016/j.
socec.2005,11,054
Page in Report: 7

Population: 18+ aged, 68 nations, 1990-2001.
Sample: Probability multi-stage cluster sample
Non-Response:

N: 120000

Correlate
Authors label: GDP per capita of neighbors
Our classification: Wealth: relative to neighour countries, code N5.4

Measurement: GDP per capita (USD-thousands)of nei ghbour nati ons;
averaged data for the 1990s.

Measured Values: M = 10,55; SD = 7,40; Range: 0,95 - 27,90.

Remarks: Source: WD, authors cal cul ati ons.

Observed Relation with Happiness

IIESS Statistics Elaboration/Remarks
Measure
O-HL/u/salv/4la B=+.01  Average happi ness by GDP per capita of nei ghbour

ns nations in 68 nations.
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O-SLWi/c/sq/n/10/a B=+.03  Average life-satisfaction by GDP per capita of
ns nei ghbour nations in 68 nations.

B's controlled for:
-GDP per capita

- Economi ¢ freedom
-Political freedom

-Li fe expectancy

- GDP growt h

- Gover nnent si ze

-Asi a (dunmy)

- Educati onal attai nment
-Femal e | abor participation
- Unenpl oynent rate
-Inflation rate

- Export

-1 nport

-Christianity (dumy)
-1 sl am (dumy)

- Popul ati on agi ng

Appendix 1: Happiness Items used

Happiness Item

Code Full Text

O-HL/u/sq/vi/4/a Selfreport on single question:

Taking all things together, would you say you are.....?
4 very happy

3 quite happy

2 not very happy

1 not at all happy.
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O-SLWi/c/sq/n/10/a  Selfreport on single question:

All things considered, how satisfied are you with your life as-a-whole these days?
1 dissatisfied

O©CoO~NO UL, WN

10 satisfied
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Appendix 2: Statistics used

Symbol Explanation

B REGRESSION COEFFICIENT (non-standardized) by LEAST SQUARES (OLS)
Type: test statistic
Measurement level: Correlate: metric, Happiness: metric
Theoretical range: unlimited

Meaning:

B > 0 A higher correlate level corresponds with, on an average, higher happiness
rating.

B < 0 A higher correlate level corresponds with, on an average, lower happiness
rating.

B = 0 Not any correlation with the relevant correlate.

Appendix 3: About the World Database of Happiness

Structure of the collections

The World Database of Happiness is an ongoing register of scientific research on the
subjective enjoyment of life.
It brings together findings that are scattered throughout many studies and provides a basis for
synthetic work.

World literature on Happiness
Selection on subject

Bibliography and Directory

Selection of empirical studies O Selection on valid measurement: Iltem

Bank
Abstracting and classification of findings

K N
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How happy people are, distributional findings What goes together with happiness
Happiness in Nations , Happiness in Publics Correlational Findings

: | Listing of comparable findings in Nations ' f

States of Nations , Trends in Nations

Size of the collections

1226 Happiness measures (Item Bank)
4258 Nations surveys in 206 Nations

149 Distinguished publics in 1199 studies
12032 Correlational findings in 1196 studies

Appendix 4 Further Findings in the World Database of Happiness

Main Subjects Subject Description Number of Studies
Al ACTIVITY: LEVEL (how much one does) 58
A2 ACTIVITY: PATTERN (what one does) 32
A3 AFFECTIVE LIFE 48
A4 AGE 400
A5 AGGRESSION 12
A6 ANOMY 32
A7 APPEARANCE (good looks) 15
A8 ATTITUDES 6
A9 AUTHORITARIANISM 4
Bl BIRTH CONTROL 1
B2 BIRTH HISTORY (own birth) 201
B3 BODY 77
C1 CHILDREN 1
C2 CHILDREN: WANT FOR (Parental aspirations) 6
C3 CHILDREN: HAVING (parental status) 195
C4 CHILDREN: CHARACTERISTICS OF ONE'S CHILDREN 25
C5 CHILDREN: RELATION WITH ONE'S CHILDREN 8
C6 CHILDREN: REARING OF ONE'S CHILDREN (parental behavior) 26
C7 COMMUNAL LIVING 9
C8 CONCERNS 18
C9 COPING 43
C10 CREATIVENESS 6
Cl1 CULTURE (Arts and Sciences) 8
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D1 DAILY JOYS & HASSLES

El EDUCATION

E2 EMPLOYMENT

E3 ETHNICITY

E4 EXPRESSIVE BEHAVIOR

F1 FAMILY OF ORIGIN (earlier family for adults, current for young)
F2 FAMILY OF PROCREATION

F3 FAMILY OF RELATIVES

F4 FARMING

F5 FREEDOM

F6 FRIENDSHIP

Gl GENDER

G2 GRIEF

H1 HABITS

H2 HANDICAP

H3 HAPPINESS: VIEWS ON HAPPINESS

H4 HAPPINESS: DISPERSION OF HAPPINESS
H5 HAPPINESS: CAREER

H6 HAPPINESS: CORRESPONDENCE OF DIFFERENT MEASURES
H7 HAPPINESS OF OTHERS

H8 HAPPINESS: REPUTATION OF HAPPINESS
H9 HEALTH-BEHAVIOR

H10 HELPING

H11 HOPE

H12 HOUSEHOLD: COMPOSITION

H13 HOUSEHOLD: WORK

H14 HOUSING

11 INCOME

12 INSTITUTIONAL LIVING

13 INTELLIGENCE

14 INTERESTS

15 INTERVIEW

16 INTIMACY

L1 LANGUAGE

L2 LEADERSHIP

L3 LEISURE

L4 LIFE APPRAISALS: OTHER THAN HAPPINESS
L5 LIFE CHANGE

L6 LIFE EVENTS
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302
363
98
12
236
58
157
25
32
152
370

25
49
10
191
310

19
25

137
32
106
552
43
71

73
103

206
368
35
86
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L7
L8
L9
L10
L11
L12
M1
M2
M3
M4
M5
M6
M7
M8
M9
M10
M11
M12
M13
M14
N1
N2
N3
N4
N5
NG
N7
N8
N9
N10
N21
o1
02
P1
P2
P3
P4
P5
P6

LIFE GOALS

LIFE HISTORY

LIFE STYLE

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

LOTTERY

LOVE-LIFE

MARRIAGE: MARITAL STATUS CAREER
MARRIAGE: CURRENT MARITAL STATUS
MARRIAGE: RELATIONSHIP

MARRIAGE: PARTNER

MEANING

MEDICAL TREATMENT

MENTAL HEALTH

MIGRATION: TO OTHER COUNTRY
MIGRATION: MOVING WITHIN COUNTRY (residential mobility)
MIGRATION: MIGRANT WORK

MILITARY LIFE

MODERNITY

MOOD

MOTIVATION

NATION: NATIONALITY

NATION: ERA (temporal period)

NATION: NATIONAL CHARACTER (modal personality)
NATION: CONDITION IN ONE'S NATION
NATION: POSITION OF ONE'S NATION
NATION: ATTITUDES TO ONES NATION
NATION: LIVABILITY OF ONE'S NATION
NATION i: ATTITUDES IN

REGION IN NATION

NUTRITION

ERA

OCCUPATION

ORGAN TRANSPLANTATION
PERSONALITY: HISTORY

PERSONALITY: CHANGE

PERSONALITY: CURRENT ORGANIZATION
PERSONALITY: CURRENT TRAITS
PERSONALITY: LATER

PHYSICAL HEALTH
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31
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41
29
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P7
P8
P9
P10
P11
P12
P13
P14
R1
R2
R3
R4
S1
S2
S3
S4
S5
S6
S7
S8
S9
S10
S11
S12
S13
S14
S15
T1
T2
T3
V1
V2
V3
V4
V5
w1
w2
W3
w4

PLANNING

POLITICAL BEHAVIOUR

POPULARITY

POSSESSIONS

PRISON

PROBLEMS

PSYCHO-SOMATIC COMPLAINTS

PETS

RELIGION

RESOURCES

RETIREMENT

ROLES

SCHOOL

SELF-IMAGE

SEX-LIFE

SLEEP

SOCIAL MOBILITY

SOCIAL PARTICIPATION: PERSONAL CONTACTS
SOCIAL PARTICIPATION : VOLUNTARY ASSOCIATIONS
SOCIAL PARTICIPATION: TOTAL (personal + associations)
SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS

SOCIAL SUPPORT: RECEIVED

SOCIAL SUPPORT: PROVIDED

SPORTS

STIMULANTS

SUICIDE

SUMMED DETERMINANTS

TIME

THERAPY

TOLERANCE

VALUES: CAREER

VALUES: CURRENT PREFERENCES (own)
VALUES: CLIMATE (current values in environment)
VALUES: SIMILARITY (current fit with others)
VICTIM

WAR

WISDOM

WORK: CAREER

WORK: CONDITIONS

http://worlddatabaseofhappiness.eur.nl/hap_cor/top_sub.php?code=N5 (9 of 10)9-9-2009 13:49:58

11
231
26
60

25
62

251

89
23
129
237
61
16
17
69
131
34
154
62

38
49

92
53
38
37
73

12
14

68



Findings on Happiness and NATION: POSITION OF ONE'SNATION

W5 WORK: ATTITUDES 347
W6 WORK: PERFORMANCE (current) 29
W7 WORRIES 31
XX UNCLASSIFIED 25

Appendix 5: Related Subjects

Subject Related Subject(s)
N5.1 Central/peripherical in world system N4.13 Overall development (modernity) of nation
N5.2 Involved in international conflict Wl WAR

N5.4 Wealth: relative to neighour countries N4.3.1 Economic affluence

A report of the World Database of Happiness, Correlational Findings
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