This book constitutes a synthesis of a number of studies
undertaken in the last five years and published as articles or
as chapters of collective books. Its publication has been under-
taken at the initiative of my former colleagues and collabora-
tors in the Erasmus University of Rotterdam. I owe them a
heavy debt of gratitude, especially to Professors H.C. Bos and
L.B.M. Mennes and to Dr. P.A. Cornelisse, for the valuable
suggestions they made 1n order to improve the presentation.
I am equally indebted to the publishers of the studies mention-
ed previously, who kindly permitted reproduction of part of
them, and to North-Holland for their willingness to publish
this book. A list of the articles or chapters and their publishers
will be found overleaf.

In a number of discussions on the subject matter I profited
from critical remarks by staff members of the Centre for
Development Planning, Erasmus University, in particular
those made by J. George Waardenburg. Many of the calcula-
tions were also made by staff members and student assistants,
for which help I am thankful too. The many remaining im-
pertections are, of course, entirely mine. The unpleasant task
of correcting my English idiom was gracefully carried out by
Ms. Susan Farr Wassenaar to whom [ express my sincere
thanks. '

Ms. Suze van Willigenburg, with her usual skill and energy,
was kind enough to undertake the task of typing the manu-
SCript.

[ast but not least, the ethical aspects of income distribution
were the subject of many discussions with my wife Tine,
whose care for myself and my work has protected me ever

since we met. *
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