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Social Studies 

In my last blog I discussed the fact that poverty and 
even rights-based agendas can be easily co-opted 
into a 'Washington Consensus' policy paradigm. 
How then can we avoid this propensity? In my 

background paper I suggested that this should be 
done by retrieving universalistic social policies as serious goals to be legitimised by leading international 
development organisations, especially given that they represent some of our most powerful tools to date of 
dealing simultaneously with both poverty and inequality. Universalism in this sense does not simply mean 
universal access, such as sending all children to school, which is a necessary but not sufficient condition. 
Universalistic social policy means the provisioning of education, health and various forms of social security 
through integrated systems financed indirectly (i.e. not at the time of need) by progressive forms of taxation 
(i.e. progressive income tax, corporate taxation, and taxes on capital gains), rather than through segmented 
systems financed directly and regressively (i.e. user fees, out-of-pocket payments, etc). 

Many advocates of rights-based approaches probably imply such a return to universalism in their advocacy. 
However, we need to become explicit about this goal rather than veiling it in rights-terms. This is what I 
mean by re-politicising development; we need to become explicit about the choices that are being made 
and that we wish to be made rather than edifying our preferences into absolutist principles that can then be 
subverted into a variety of different policy and ideological agendas. 

This leads me to my intervention at the end of the last session of the forum, which was prompted by the 
suggestion by Jan Vandemoortele that we need to proceed slowly and carefully. While I agree with him in 
many respects, we nonetheless urgently need to take the initiative of redefining the agenda now. The idea 
that the current crisis has shattered the Washington Consensus should not be taken for granted 
prematurely. A return to a more developmentalist agenda is not a fait accompli. 

To a certain degree, the MDG agenda has led to an exaggerated over-inflated sense of self-importance 
among donors about the role that international aid plays in driving recent development. This exaggeration is 
all the more evident when we consider that probably the majority of aid flows return to their donors, if ever 
they even leave the shores of their donor, such as in the case of technical assistance, consultancies and 
research funding. In the US, by far the largest bilateral donor, it was estimated some years ago that close to 
90% of its aid budget ends out being spent in one way or another in the US. ActionAid has done some 
excellent work on ‘phantom aid,’ with a particular focus on the uses and abuses of technical assistance. 
Academics should take these issues much more seriously, although perhaps their avoidance derives from 
fear of biting the hands that feed. 

http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andrew-Fischer-Reclaiming-the-MDG-agenda (1 of 3) [27/01/2010 11:26:30]

http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/family%20farming
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/international%20conflict%20resolution
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/solar%20energy
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/aid%20WRR%20netherlands%20global%20justice
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/aid%20WRR%20netherlands%20global%20justice
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/disaster%20preparedness
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/authoritarianism
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/multilateral%20trade
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/interactive%20learning
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/humanitarian%20aid
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/primary%20health%20care
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/earth%20systems%20governance%20environment%20forests%20climate%20change
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/earth%20systems%20governance%20environment%20forests%20climate%20change
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/learning%20organization
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/cultural%20heritage
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/European%20External%20Action%20Service
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/European%20External%20Action%20Service
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/recovery
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/vaccines
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/IPEC
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/Ministry%20of%20Foreign%20affairs
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/conflict%20resolution
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/Vietnam%20Street%20handyman%20innovation
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/keyword/capital%20flight
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/user/login
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/about_the_broker/subscribe_to_magazine/(type)/print
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/newsletter/register_subscription/newsletter
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/about_the_broker/Contact-us
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/issues
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/About
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/About-the-Broker/Vacancies
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/About-the-Broker/Contact-Us
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/search
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/download/4770/25495/file/BRO0901_17_LR.pdf
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/download/4770/25495/file/BRO0901_17_LR.pdf
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/articles/(issue)/17
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/letters-to-the-editor/(issue)/17
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/media/the_broker_in_the_media/(issue)/17
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/broker/youtube
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Debate/Minder-pretentie-meer-ambitie
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Debate/After-2015
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Debate/Health-for-all
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Debate/Deep-democracy
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Debate/The-Dutch-treatment
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Debate/Politics-and-Poverty
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Dossiers/Special-Report-Cities-of-the-world-unite
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Dossiers/Special-report-The-power-of-value-chains
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Dossiers/Special-report-Social-academia
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Dossiers/Special-report-Who-is-the-enemy
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Dossiers/Special-report-The-rise-of-solar-energy
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Dossiers/Special-report-Health-for-all
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Dossiers/Special-report-Deep-democracy
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Dossiers/Special-report-Wobbly-legs
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Dossiers/Special-report-The-Dutch-treatment
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/rss/feed/NavigatingAntropocene
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/rss/feed/reportwrr
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/rss/feed/strategy_and_complexity
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/rss/feed/familyfarmingfirst
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/rss/feed/crisis
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/rss/feed/communicatingchange
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/rss/feed/en
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/rss/feed/blogs
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/rss/feed/hilhorst
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/rss/feed/hounjet
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/rss/feed/bieckmann
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RSS
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/authors/Obeng-Francis
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/authors/Albrow-Martin
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/authors/Roeling-Niels
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/authors/Marques-Ana
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/authors/Zaal-Fred
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/authors/Kamphuis-Bertine
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/authors/Lalleman-Richard
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Michael-Woolcock-The-MDGs-After-2015-Some-thoughts-and-reflections
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Sakiko-Fukuda-Parr-After-2015-Keep-the-MDGs-but-add-a-goal-for-reducing-inequality
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/layout/set/print/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andrew-Fischer-Reclaiming-the-MDG-agenda
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/content/tipafriend/2935
http://www.iss.nl/iss/profile/AA5776
http://www.eadi.org/fileadmin/MDG_2015_Publications/FISCHER_-_Towards_Genuine_Universalism.pdf
http://www.eadi.org/fileadmin/MDG_2015_Publications/Vandemoortele_PAPER.pdf


Andrew Fischer: Reclaiming the MDG agenda / After 2015 / blogs / regulars / Broker - Broker

●     Caldwell, Ian

●     Schmitz, Tobias

●     Koch, Dirk-Jan

●     All authors >>

 
Partners

●     ISS

●     CERES

●     DPRN

●     WOTRO

This being said, there are particular moments in time when the aid industry does play a very pivotal role. 
These are in times of economic crisis, when vulnerable developing countries start to face balance of 
payments crises. In these times of crisis, the aid industry is suddenly possessed with much power, 
particularly gatekeepers such as the World Bank and the IMF. If guided by the wrong ideological agenda, 
this power can be wielded in punitive destructive ways. This is precisely what happened in the 1982 Debt 
Crisis. While the crisis was fundamentally rooted in systemic disequilibria related to the breakdown of the 
Bretton Woods system, it was recast as a problem of petrodollar surpluses and subsequent irresponsible 
borrowing by developing countries ready to recycle these surpluses. This recasting created the ideological 
justification for policies that shifted almost the entire burden of adjustment from northern financial sectors to 
developing country governments. Policy failures in dealing with the debt crisis were thereby recast into 
ideological triumph, opportunistically consolidating the take-over of Keynesianism in the North and 
developmentalism in the South. This instant revisionism in the face of systemic crisis was so successful that 
the dominant narrative is rarely challenged or questioned in the mainstream development studies literature 
today, or else only at the risk of censure or ridicule by peers. 

It is from this perspective that we urgently need to grab the opportunity of the current crisis now in order to 
reclaim the agenda before it is subverted in a similar manner. I agree entirely with Charles Gore and Sakiko 
Fukuda-Parr that the MDG agenda has been embedded within a Washington Consensus paradigm. It is not 
simply a problem of one-size-fits-all versus context specificity. Rather, there are some broad general 
lessons that we can draw from the past. These include strong state-led planning and promotion of industrial 
policy, a variety of ‘heterodox’ fiscal and monetary strategies to cushion domestic sectors during phases of 
integration into the international economy, and universalistic social policies. Indeed, Santosh Mehrotra 
(2000) points out that in 10 cases of ‘high human development achievers’ (relative to what we would expect 
from per capita GDP), all of them practiced various combinations of universalistic social policies. Even as 
far back as 1962, Alexander Gershenkron pointed out that all successful late industrialisers introduced 
universalistic forms of social policy before or simultaneous to the initiation of strong industrial catch-up 
strategies. Universal social policies were introduced much earlier than would have been predicted by the 
experience of more advanced industrial countries. In other words, well established lessons have long been 
there for us to heed. We do not need to ‘discover’ new ones. Rather, we need to redefine the agenda now 
so as to make adopting these lessons easier for the poorest of countries. 

Andrew Fischer interviewed at the Brussels Forum (Courtesy of Euforic) 

 
            

 

trackback url:  
 

After 2015

●     Blog post: Sakiko Fukuda-Parr: After 

2015: Keep the MDGs but add a goal 

for reducing inequality 
(July 02, 2009)

●     Blog post: Michael Woolcock: The 

MDGs After 2015: Some thoughts and 

reflections 
(June 26, 2009)

●     Blog post: Andrew Fischer: 

reflections after Brussels 
(June 25, 2009)

●     Blog post: Frans Bieckmann: A 

fruitful start to the new development 

narrative debate 
(June 25, 2009)

●     Blog post: Marieke Hounjet: Live 

from Brussels III: MDG plus, don't rush 

but be urgent 
(June 24, 2009)

●     Blog post: Marieke Hounjet: Live 

from Brussels II: Is This a Bretton 

Woods Moment? 
(June 23, 2009)

●     Blog post: Marieke Hounjet: Live 

http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andrew-Fischer-Reclaiming-the-MDG-agenda (2 of 3) [27/01/2010 11:26:31]

http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/authors/Caldwell-Ian
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/authors/Schmitz-Tobias
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/authors/Koch-Dirk-Jan
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/archive/authors
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/reviews/science/Just-published-Knowledge-on-the-Move
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/About-the-Broker/Partners/ISS
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/About-the-Broker/Partners/CERES
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/About-the-Broker/Partners/DPRN
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/About-the-Broker/Partners/WOTRO
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Charles-Gore-Not-MDGs-or-a-New-Paradigm-but-MDGs-in-a-New-Paradigm
http://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/iwp80.pdf
http://euforic.blip.tv/

http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Sakiko-Fukuda-Parr-After-2015-Keep-the-MDGs-but-add-a-goal-for-reducing-inequality
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Sakiko-Fukuda-Parr-After-2015-Keep-the-MDGs-but-add-a-goal-for-reducing-inequality
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Sakiko-Fukuda-Parr-After-2015-Keep-the-MDGs-but-add-a-goal-for-reducing-inequality
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Michael-Woolcock-The-MDGs-After-2015-Some-thoughts-and-reflections
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Michael-Woolcock-The-MDGs-After-2015-Some-thoughts-and-reflections
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Michael-Woolcock-The-MDGs-After-2015-Some-thoughts-and-reflections
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andrew-Fischer-reflections-after-Brussels
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andrew-Fischer-reflections-after-Brussels
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Frans-Bieckmann-A-fruitful-start-to-the-new-development-narrative-debate
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Frans-Bieckmann-A-fruitful-start-to-the-new-development-narrative-debate
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Frans-Bieckmann-A-fruitful-start-to-the-new-development-narrative-debate
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Marieke-Hounjet-Live-from-Brussels-III-MDG-plus-don-t-rush-but-be-urgent
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Marieke-Hounjet-Live-from-Brussels-III-MDG-plus-don-t-rush-but-be-urgent
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Marieke-Hounjet-Live-from-Brussels-III-MDG-plus-don-t-rush-but-be-urgent
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Marieke-Hounjet-Live-from-Brussels-II-Is-This-a-Bretton-Woods-Moment
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Marieke-Hounjet-Live-from-Brussels-II-Is-This-a-Bretton-Woods-Moment
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Marieke-Hounjet-Live-from-Brussels-II-Is-This-a-Bretton-Woods-Moment
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Marieke-Hounjet-Live-from-Brussels-I-MDGs-as-a-Beacon-without-Strategy


Andrew Fischer: Reclaiming the MDG agenda / After 2015 / blogs / regulars / Broker - Broker

from Brussels I: MDGs as a Beacon 

without Strategy 
(June 23, 2009)

●     Blog post: David Grimshaw: Beyond 

2015: a values based approach 
(June 22, 2009)

●     Blog post: Charles Gore: The birth of 

a new paradigm 
(June 22, 2009)

●     Blog post: Charles Gore: Not ‘MDGs 

or a New Paradigm’ but ‘MDGs in a 

New Paradigm’ 
(June 21, 2009)

●     Blog post: Heather Grady: Putting 

people at the centre 
(June 21, 2009)

●     Blog post: Andy Sumner: After 2015: 

children, champions and commissions 
(June 20, 2009)

●     Blog post: Heather Grady: 

Overcoming weaknesses 

(June 20, 2009)

●     Blog post: Andy Sumner: Why 'After 

2015'? 
(June 19, 2009)

●     Blog post: Ellen Lammers: After 

2015: new MDGs or a new Paradigm? 

(June 15, 2009)

 
  

 
Copyright 2010 Publisher IDP Stationsweg 28 - 2312 AV Leiden - The Netherlands

 

http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andrew-Fischer-Reclaiming-the-MDG-agenda (3 of 3) [27/01/2010 11:26:31]

http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Marieke-Hounjet-Live-from-Brussels-I-MDGs-as-a-Beacon-without-Strategy
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Marieke-Hounjet-Live-from-Brussels-I-MDGs-as-a-Beacon-without-Strategy
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/David-Grimshaw-Beyond-2015-a-values-based-approach
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/David-Grimshaw-Beyond-2015-a-values-based-approach
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Charles-Gore-The-birth-of-a-new-paradigm
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Charles-Gore-The-birth-of-a-new-paradigm
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Charles-Gore-Not-MDGs-or-a-New-Paradigm-but-MDGs-in-a-New-Paradigm
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Charles-Gore-Not-MDGs-or-a-New-Paradigm-but-MDGs-in-a-New-Paradigm
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Charles-Gore-Not-MDGs-or-a-New-Paradigm-but-MDGs-in-a-New-Paradigm
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Heather-Grady-Putting-people-at-the-centre
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Heather-Grady-Putting-people-at-the-centre
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andy-Sumner-After-2015-children-champions-and-commissions
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andy-Sumner-After-2015-children-champions-and-commissions
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Heather-Grady-Overcoming-weaknesses
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Heather-Grady-Overcoming-weaknesses
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andy-Sumner-Why-After-2015
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andy-Sumner-Why-After-2015
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Ellen-Lammers-After-2015-new-MDGs-or-a-new-Paradigm
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Ellen-Lammers-After-2015-new-MDGs-or-a-new-Paradigm
http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/about_the_broker/disclaimer

	www.thebrokeronline.eu
	Andrew Fischer: Reclaiming the MDG agenda / After 2015 / blogs / regulars / Broker - Broker


	BICDJGKLFMAHDGCLKKMJNPAHFHMBLBPEBD: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: > enter email <
	f2: direct
	f5: subscribe

	f3: Subscribe to email newsletter
	f4: 

	form3: 
	f1: Follow comments
	f2: 
	x: 
	f3: 2935
	f4: /en/regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andrew-Fischer-Reclaiming-the-MDG-agenda


	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: 2935
	f2: 2935
	f3: 3505
	f4: full
	f5: comment
	f8: regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andrew-Fischer-Reclaiming-the-MDG-agenda
	f9: regulars/blogs/After-2015/Andrew-Fischer-Reclaiming-the-MDG-agenda

	f6: Add comment
	f7: 

	form5: 
	f1: http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/trackback/id/2935




