Table 1. Characteristics of the study population (N=5843)
	
	Maternal educational level


	

	
	Total

N=5843                   
	High                    n=1483  
	Mid-high            n=1246   
	Mid-low          n=1806 
	Low

n=1308  
	P-valuea

	Maternal characteristicsb
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Body mass index before pregnancy (kg/m2)


	23.6 (4.2)
	22.6 (3.0)
	23.1 (3.6)
	23.9 (4.4)
	24.7 (5.1)
	<0.001

	Pre-pregnancy hypertension (% yes)
	1.5
	0.9
	1.4
	1.7
	2.3
	0.002

	Pregnancy-induced hypertension (% yes)
	4.3
	4.4
	4.0
	5.0
	3.7
	0.35

	Preeclampsia (% yes)
	2.0
	1.7
	1.2
	2.3
	2.6
	0.07

	Smoking during pregnancy (%)        

      
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  No             

                                                                                                                
	75.2
	86.7
	79.5
	72.4
	62.3
	<0.001

	  Until confirmed pregnancy        

                                                                            
	9.0
	8.2
	9.7
	10.2
	7.8
	

	  Continued during pregnancy


	15.7
	5.2
	10.8
	17.4
	29.9
	

	Financial difficulties (% yes)


	16.7
	5.9
	12.2
	22.7
	38.0
	<0.001

	Family assessment device score
	1.52 (0.50)
	1.42 (0.38)
	1.49 (0.41)
	1.56 (0.46)
	1.66 (0.46)
	<0.001

	Birth characteristicsb 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gestational age at birth (weeks)


	40.1 

(37.0-42.0)
	40.3 

(37.1-42.1)
	40.2 

(37.1-42.1)
	40.0 

(37.0-42.0)
	40.0 

(36.4-42.0)
	<0.001

	Birth weight (grams)


	3433 (552)
	3533 (530)
	3477 (538)
	3388 (560)
	3344 (560)
	<0.001

	Breastfeeding during infancy (%)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Yes

	92.6
	96.6
	94.4
	89.6
	88.8
	<0.001

	  No
	7.4
	3.4
	5.6
	10.4
	11.2
	

	Child characteristics at 6 yearsb 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Watching television (%)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 < 2 hours/day
	81.6
	92.5
	87.1
	78.2
	62.8
	<0.001

	 ≥ 2 hours/day
	18.4
	7.5
	12.9
	21.7
	37.2
	

	Playing sports (% yes)
	45.7
	57.3
	47.6
	42.3
	32.2
	<0.001

	Height (cm)
	119.4 (6.0)
	119.3 (5.4)
	118.9 (5.5)
	119.5 (6.2)
	120.0 (6.8)
	<0.001

	Body mass index (m/kg2)
	16.2 (1.9)
	15.8 (1.3)
	15.9 (1.5)
	16.3 (1.9)
	16.9 (2.4)
	<0.001

	Heart rate (beats/min)
	82 (12)
	81 (12)
	82 (11)
	82 (12)
	83 (12)
	<0.001

	Confounding variables
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Male sex (%)


	50.1
	50.7
	51.4
	49.8
	48.3
	0.41

	Age (years)
	6.2 (0.5)
	6.1 (0.4)
	6.1 (0.4)
	6.2 (0.5)
	6.3 (0.6)
	<0.001

	Ethnicity (%)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Dutch


	58.7
	76.4
	69.7
	52.5
	36.6
	<0.001

	  Other western


	8.3
	11.9
	8.9
	7.3
	5.0
	

	  Non western


	33.0
	11.7
	21.3
	40.2
	58.4
	

	Outcomes
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Systolic blood pressure (mmHg)



	102.6 (8.1)
	101.2 (7.6)
	101.9 (7.7)
	103.0 (8.2)
	104.4 (8.6)
	<0.001

	Diastolic blood pressure (mmHg)


	60.6 (6.7)
	59.5 (6.3)
	60.2 (6.5)
	61.0 (6.8)
	61.8 (7.0)
	<0.001

	Carotid-femoral pulse wave velocity (m/s)


	5.5 (0.9)
	5.4 (0.9)
	5.5 (0.9)
	5.5 (0.9)
	5.6 (0.9)
	0.02

	Aortic root diameter (mm)


	19.3 (1.8)
	19.2 (1.7)
	19.2 (1.8)
	19.3 (1.8)
	19.4 (1.8)
	0.12

	Left atrial diameter (mm)


	25.2 (2.7)
	25.1 (2.7)
	25.1 (2.7)
	25.1 (2.7)
	25.5 (2.8)
	<0.001

	Left ventricular mass (g)


	53.4 (11.6)
	54.1 (11.5)
	52.9 (11.0)
	52.9 (11.5)
	54.1 (12.4)
	0.003

	Fractional shortening (%)


	35.3 (4.5)
	35.1 (4.4)
	35.3 (4.3)
	35.4 (4.6)
	35.3 (4.5)
	0.49


Values are percentages, means (SD) or medians (95% range) for the total population and by level of maternal education. 

aP-values are calculated with the Chi-square test for categorical variables and ANOVA for continuous variables. 

bData was missing for pre-pregnancy BMI (19.9%), pre-pregnancy hypertension (14.4%), pregnancy-induced hypertension (11.1%), preeclampsia (13.2%), smoking during pregnancy (7.3%), financial difficulties (35.4%), family assessment device score (14.5%), parity (1.9%), birth weight (0.1%), breastfeeding (19.9%), watching television (20.0%), playing sports (13.4%), height (0.1%)  and BMI (0.1%).

