
CONTENTS 
 
 

Editorial Foreword by Gerhold K. Becker xi 
 
Foreword by Paul Russell xiii 
 
Preface xvii 
 
 
ONE Responsibility, Determinism, and Freedom 1 
 1. Introduction 1 
 2. Determinism 2 

A. Control, Constraints, and Impediments 4 
B. Ultimacy 5 

 3. Responsibility 6 
A. Expectations and the Moral Sentiments 7 
B. Superficial Responsibility 9 
C. Deep and Moral Responsibility 11 

 4. Freedom 13 
A. The Conditional Analysis 14 

i. The Consequence Argument 17 
B. The Principle of Alternative Possibilities 18 

i. Ultimacy  20 
ii. Autonomy  21 

 5. The Skeptical Challenge 24 
 6. (In)compatibilism 26 
 7. Conclusion 28 
 
TWO Practical Compatibilism and Ultimacy Pessimism 29 
 1. Introduction 29 
 2. The Practical Compatibilist Position 30 

A. Pragmatism 30 
B. The Normative Shift 33 

 3. Ultimacy Pessimism 35 
A. The Intentionality-Related Requirements 37 

i. The Intentional Action Requirement 37 
ii. The Intentionality Requirement 38 

B. The Autonomy-Related Requirements 39 
i. The Autonomous Action Requirement 39 
ii. Hierarchical Authorization Accounts 41 



viii JUSTIFYING BLAME 

iii.  The Real-Self View 43 
C. The Principle of Alternative Intention 44 

  4. Practical Compatibilism and the Autonomy Condition 46 
A. Wolf 47 

 i. Compatibilism (F) 49 
B. Wallace’s Replacement of PAI 52 

 5. Conclusion 55 
 
THREE Freedom and Blameworthy Actions 57 
 1. Introduction 57 
 2. Exemplary Blameworthy Actions 57 

A. The RR Abilities and Normality 58 
B. Possible Vehicles of Self-Disclosure 60 
C. Normative Expectations 60 

i. Legitimacy 61 
D. Mitigating Circumstances 63 

3. Wrongdoers and Blameworthiness 64 
A. Wrong Actions and Deviant Agents 67 

i. Deviant Circumstances 69 
B. Wrong Actions and Blameworthy Agents 71 

 4. Three Ways Out 72 
A. Describing versus Prescribing 72 
B. History versus Time-Slice 73 
C. Motivating versus Justifying 74 

 5. The Necessity of Alternative Possibilities 77 
A. Practical Compatibilism 78 

 6. Conclusion 80 
 
FOUR Blameworthy Actions and Normative Disagreements 83 
 1. Introduction 83 
 2. Normative Disagreements 84 

A. Blameworthiness 85 
B. Full-Blown Participants 89 

 3. Modesty and the Production of EBAs 90 
 4. The (In)compatibility (F) Issue 94 

A. Normative Disagreements and Determinism 95 
B. Normative Disagreements and AP 98 
C. Practical Semi-Compatibilism 99 

 5. Taking Responsibility and the Moral Sentiments 101 
A. Moral Monsters and Weakness of Will 105 

 6. Conclusion 107 
 



 Contents ix 

FIVE Ultimacy Pessimism and the Question of Authority 109 
 1. Introduction 109 
 2. The Question of Authority 109 
 3. Ultimacy Pessimism in Practice 112 
 4. Conclusion 113 
 
 
Works Cited 115 
 
Glossary 121 
 
About the Author 127 
 
Index 129 


